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Students
remember
Pope with
Mass, vigil
By Scott Geer ’06
News Staff

his past week has been
one of reflection and
remembrance for
members of the
Providence College community,
as Pope John Paul IPs passing
has touched their lives and those
of people across the world.
With the Pope’s funeral
taking place on Friday, April 8,
in Vatican City, PC is mourning
his death in its own way.
A candlelight vigil was held
following the 9:00 p.m. Mass on
Monday, April 4.
On
Wednesday, April 6, Rev. Philip
A. Smith, O.P., President of the
College, celebrated a Memorial
Mass in St. Dominic Chapel,
which many students, faculty,
and staff attended.
For some students who have
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been in the presence of the
Pope, this week has been
Many members of the College community attended a
especially emotional as they
Memorial Mass that was held for Pope John Paul II on
reflect on their experiences.
Wednesday, April 6. A candlelight vigil was held on
Some students are planning to
Monday, April 4.
travel to Rome to attend the
funeral.
discussed travel details with Collins’ plan became a reality,
Katie Collins ’07 began Rev. Albino Barrera, O.P., as she left en-route to join the
contemplating the possibility of professor of theology, who had millions of people from around
traveling to Rome following the recently returned from a trip of the world at the funeral of Pope
John Paul II. It is estimated that
Pope’s passing on Saturday, his own.
April 2. Early in the week she
On Wednesday, April 6, close to two million people will

T

be attending the funeral Friday.
Collins indicated that she has
always wanted to visit Pope
John Paul II. “He has always
been such an inspiration in my
life,” said Collins.
Traveling to Rome in time
for the funeral was expensive
but she was willing to bear the
costs. She also had to approach
her professors about it
beforehand. “I talked to all of
my teachers,” said Collins.
“They’re really cool about it;
they’re letting me move a
couple of tests around. They’ll
make me take them when 1
come back. They’re really
flexible.”
Other students at PC have
had previous experiences
traveling to see the Pope.
Several students witnessed Pope
John Paul II at conferences such
as the “World Youth Day.”
Those who had gone described
the experience as awesome and
intense.
Rafhel Morgado ’06 had
traveled to Italy where he and
five others stayed near St.
Peter’s Basilica for the World
Youth Day in the Jubilee year.
He described the conference as
a pilgrimage from St. Peter’s to
Tor Vergata, a Roman
university, where a nightly vigil
and Mass took place. So many
people attended the conference
that Morgado watched the Pope
from afar on large-screen
monitors. “It’s a once in a
lifetime type of thing. The Pope
wanted to live past the year
2000. It was Italy, it was the
Pope, and it was a great
POPE/Page 4

PC students hit the ground running
by

Megan Comerford
’06
News Staff

The Boston Marathon has its
roots in the 19th century when,
in April of 1897, John J.
McDermott of New York
finished a 24.5mile in 2:55:10,
FEATURE outrunning his
14 competitors.
The
Boston
Athletic
Association (BAA) has con
tinuously held the marathon and
laid claim to the title of the
World’s Oldest Annual
Marathon.
This year marks the 109th
Boston Marathon, which will be
held on Monday, April 18
starting at noon. A staggering
20,000 participants will run the
26.2-mile route from Hopkinton
to Boston, attesting to the
popularity of the race.
Several Providence College
students, including Colleen
Fitzgerald ’07, Caitlin Ferrarini
’07, Amber Rankin ’07, Ericc

Powell ’06, and Melissa
Kroslak ’05, will be running the
marathon and have been
intensively training for months
to prepare.
Fitzgerald and Ferrarini are
training partners and have been
getting into shape for the Boston
Marathon
since
before
Christmas. Each week, the girls
run two five-mile routes, two
eight-mile routes, and one
longer course. So far, they’ve
completed two 20-mile runs. In
addition to running, Fitzgerald
and Ferrarini also swim once a
week, leaving them one day to
rest.
“It has been difficult, but
manageable,” said Fitzgerald of
her training program, which she
and Ferrarini found online from
Hal Higdon, a contributing
editor for Runner’s World
magazine.
Both girls are RAs and
involved in other activities.
“Sometimes running comes
before schoolwork,” said
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From left: Caitlin Ferrarini ’07 and Colleen Fitzgerald 07
are training for the Boston Marathon.
Fitzgerald.
having each other as training
Though their days are full, partners has played a tre
Ferrarini and Fitzgerald have mendous role in keeping up
found the experience to be their motivation. “She just
rewarding. “It feels good to keeps me going,” said
have goals,” said Ferrarini. “It’s Fitzgerald of Ferrarini.
Both girls were on the track
good to know 1 have a certain
amount of miles to run and cross-country teams in high
school, and Ferrarini dove for
everyday,” she said.
For Fitzgerald and Ferrarini,
MARATHON/Page 4

Relay raises
more than
$50,000
By Chris Donnelly ’08
News Staff

The PC community banded
together recently to aid in the
fight against cancer with a
petition to ban smoking in bars
and clubs and an
CAMPUS event to raise
N EWS money for cancer
research. The
organization Colleges Against
Cancer (CAC) collected
signatures for the petition and
directed the Relay for Life
event, continuing its efforts in
fighting the disease.
For a second year, PC hosted
Relay for Life, a walkathon held
in places nationwide to raise
funds for the American Cancer
Society’s research. More than
400 PC students and alumni
along with five cancer survivors
gathered at the Peterson
Recreation Center on Friday.
The event raised $51,173.85,
well above the goal of $40,000.
“There was a lot more energy
this year,” said Liz Serio ’07,
vice president of CAC. “People
came into it with a bit more
understanding so I think people
were able to get their friends
more involved.”
The Relay was organized by
the CAC’s advocacy committee.
The Relay was done in teams
and each individual was asked
to raise $100. The participants
also raised money by raffling off
prizes such as a karaoke
machine and gift baskets
donated by the Gillette
Company. The 37 teams started
the all-night walkathon around
the gym at 6 p.m. and ended the
next day at noon.
Throughout the night, cancer
victims and survivors were
honored. The Relay began by
celebrating the cancer survivors.
The survivors walked the first
lap of the Relay by themselves
and were given a gift and dinner.
At 9:00 p.m. there was a lap of
silence, with luminaries lining
the track. The luminaries were
bought for $10 by people to
honor someone they know who
had been diagnosed with cancer,
and those names were read
aloud during the lap. The PC
Liturgical Choir sang during the
ceremony.
Participants also enjoyed
performances by the Woodley
Brothers, Ryan Coyne and
Rejects on the Rise during the
event. Some students had their
hair cut for Locks for Love.
Since only one person per team
had to walk at a time, some
participants brought sleeping
bags and pillows so that they
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Student Congress announces
candidates for class offices

while Mike Verzino ’07 and Whitney
Clarke ’07 are running for secretary.
Nine students are running for
On Tuesday, March 12, students will
have an opportunity to meet the representative of the Class of 2007. They
candidates running for Student Congress are Kenny Hewitt ’07, Patty Synnott ’07,
class offices. The “Meet the Candidates Julie Mark ’07, Monique Martineau ’07,
Night” will start at 8:00 p.m. in Julianne Spohrer ’07, A. J. Politelli ’07,
Nicole St. Germain ’07, Kim Krupa ’07,
McPhail’s.
Class elections will be held on and Colleen Daly ’07.
For the Class of 2008, meanwhile,
Monday, April 18, and Tuesday, Aprii 19,
when students will be able to vote on there are three students running for
ANGEL as they did for the executive president; Devin Driscoll ’08, Peter
Boggeman ’08, and Ryan Donnelly ’08.
board elections held recently.
The classes of 2006, 2007, and 2008 Christina Nelson ’08, Nicole Picard ’08,
will each elect a president, vice and Joe Richards ’08 are running for vice
president, treasurer, secretary, and five president. The candidates for treasurer
representatives. Nearly all of the races are Mike Miller ’08 and Chris Gunneson
’08. Running for secretary are Litsa
are contested.
The candidates for president of the Georgakilas ’08 and Caitlin Rogers ’08.
Class of 2006 are Hugh Keefe ’06, Brad
Additionally, there are 12 candidates
Freeman ’06, and Bridget Black ’06. hoping to fill the five available class
Mickey Begin ’06 is the sole candidate representative positions. They are:
TRACY DONADIO ’06/The Cowl
for vice president of the class. Tarra Claire Seguin ’08, Susanne Barrett ’08,
Left to right: Katie Munroe, Meghan Schmidt, and Cara Malatras were the
Dayton ’06 and Kevin Hanlon ’06 are Mandee Adams ’08, Tim Kelly ’08,
winners of the women’s bracket at the John D. Langley Memorial
running for treasurer, while Jen Norton Sarah Highland ’08, Alli Frechette ’08,
Basketball Tournament on Sunday.
’06 is running unopposed for secretary. Susan Ganglio ’08, John Rubsam ’08,
The following students are running Carlin Danner ’08, Kayleigh Pratt ’08, than $1,700 for the John D. Langley
The winners of the women’s bracket
for representative of the Class of 2006: David Socha ’08, and Katherine McGill Memorial Fund. In past years, the were Katie Munroe, Cara Malatras, and
Amanda Valentino ’06, Allyza Lopez ’08.
tournament has raised about $1,300.
Megan Schmidt; the runners up were
’06, Lindsey Sheppard ’06, Kyle Seltzer
Thirty-seven men’s teams and nine Kim Malin, Amy Fitzgerald, Kate Miller,
’06, Meghan Ingram ’06, and Kat Page John D. Langley Tournament held
women’s teams competed in the Elicia Niland, and Lisa Shevring.
’06.
on Sunday
tournament. Not all teams were
The Class of 2005, Office of Student
For the Class of 2007, Dan Cullinane
On Sunday, April 3, the third annual comprised of PC students. In the men’s Activities-Involvement-Leadership
’07 and Matt Kinback ’07 are running John D. Langley Memorial Basketball bracket, the winning team consisted of (S.A.I.L.), and the Office of Residence
for president; Brent Gilbert ’07 and Tournament was held in the Peterson Tom Kerrigan ’07, John Michael Life all sponsored the tournament.
Derek Welch ’07 are the vice presidential Recreation Center. According to Mackiewicz ’08, Christian Horne ’08, Additionally, T.G.I. Friday’s, Piccola
candidates. Amy Berroyer ’07, John Shannon Kelly ’06, who was co and Scott Geer ’06. The runners up were Venezia, the PC bookstore, Jersey
Yodis ’07, and Danielle Pukala ’07 are coordinator of the event along with Jill Geoff Munroe, Jimmy Kelly, Sean Mike’s, Chardonnay’s, and Melanzana
all running for treasurer of the class, Namey ’05, the tournament raised more McGrath, and James Secky.
provided gift certificates for the event.

Campus Calendar for April 8 to April 14
Submit events tojjarvi07@providence.edu
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Sunday

Friday
8
8 p.m. Senior Night 9 a.m-5 p.m. PC
in McPhail’s.

Tuesday
12

Philosophy Confer
ence in Moore Hall.

2 p.m. Concert Band
performance in the
Smith Center for the
Arts.

3:30 p.m. OAS
Test-taking Strate
gies workshop in
Library 104B.

3-10 p.m. African
American Society
Glow Party in ’64
Hall.

2-5 p.m. Class of
2007 BBQ on Slavin
Lawn.

7-10 p.m. Lecture on
“The Politics of
Yeats” in Moore Hall
III.

8 p.m. Portuguese
Club Indoor Soccer
Night in Peterson.

14 Thursday

6-9 p.m. Women’s
Studies Program
Student Work on
Gender Exhibit in
’64 Hall.

4-6 p.m. Lecture on
Women Candidates in
Moore Hall III.
6:30-10 p.m. Poetry
reading in Feinstein 400.

6:30-8:30 “Breaking
the Silence” in
Slavin G01.
7 p.m. Texas Hold
‘Em tournament in
McPhail’s.

7 p.m. Randall
Chair Lecture in
Feinstein 400.

9S
aturday

Monday
14

Wednesday
13
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Weber wins presidential election
By Stephanie Barkus ’05
News Editor Emeritus

After two days of voting, Matt Weber
’06 was elected to serve as next year’s
Student Congress president.
Students elected Amy Baker ’07 to
the position of vice
STUDENT; president of Student
CONGRESS^ Congress and Adam
Truesdale ’07 to the
office of Student Congress secretary;
Jonny Styron '07 ran unopposed for the
position of Student Congress treasurer.
Elections were held on Monday, March
21, and Tuesday, March 22.
“I feel as if I’m blessed with an
extreme privilege ...” said Weber,
adding that he admired the campaign run
by presidential candidate Brad Freeman
’06.
Baker expressed a similar sentiment
following the election. “I’m just very
honored that the campus had enough
confidence in me to elect me to this job
as vice president,” she said.
Weber said that being the only senior
on the executive board means that the
things Student Congress does next year
can be built upon the following year.
“What I have here is something very
special. To be in this position, it’s an
enormous responsibility, and I’m wideeyed and eager to work with the rest of
the [executive] board and the student
body so that we may accomplish
greatness,” said Weber.
Voter turnout in this year’s executive
elections was nearly double that of last
year’s, with 1123 students voting in the
Congress executive election this year,
compared to 576 students last year. This
translates to 38.5% of the eligible student
body voting this year, compared to
15.6% last year. The year before that,
turnout was about 21% of eligible

students.
Of the 1123 students, 587 voted for
Weber, 527 voted for Freeman, and nine
did not vote for either candidate.
Kate Pluta ’07, secretary of the
elections committee of Student
Congress, attributed the increase in
turnout to the fact that elections were
held online using ANGEL and that
students had two days to cast their
ballots. Generally, ballots are cast at
Raymond Cafeteria or in Slavin Center,
and elections take place over the course
of one day.
Pluta said that the election ran
smoothly, and that she thought the online
voting was convenient. She said that no
problems with voting on ANGEL were
reported.
“Doubling is much more than I
could’ve imagined,” said Baker, who
served as this year’s elections committee
co-chairperson, of the increase in
turnout. “I’m very pleased . . . that it
did increase tremendously just from
moving online.”
Pat Doherty ’05, the current president
of Student Congress, said that the
election went better than in years past
and that next year’s Congress could build
upon what was done in this year’s
election. He called the question-andanswer session held in McPhail’s on
Monday, March 14, a good step toward
improving things such as campaigning
and turnout.
Though the new executive board does
not take over until the last meeting of
the year, which will be held on Monday,
April 25, they have already started
planning for next year.
Baker said that the new board plans
to reorganize the committee structure of
Congress so it will be more hierarchical
in nature. She said it would result in a
“more specialized Congress.”
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Relay: Students
walk to fight
cancer

continued from front page
could sleep when it was not their turn to
walk.
Jenna Pettinicchi ’08, chair of the
advocacy committee, said of the event,
“I felt that the entire Relay event and the
success of it was moving ... It gives a
powerful message about the PC
community.”
“I thought the turnout was great,” said
Tom Kerrigan ’07, co-captain of the
Campus Ministry team. “It’s amazing
to see how many people really care about
fighting cancer.”
CAC has been active in other aspects
of cancer prevention as well. Over the
TRACY DONADIO ’06/The Cowl
course of three days at Raymond
Matt Weber ’06 was elected to be
Cafeteria, the group collected about 690
president of Student Congress.
signatures to ban smoking in all Rhode
Plans for the reorganization were Island bars and clubs.
The Rhode Island legislature passed
presented to Congress at its meeting on
Monday, April 4, and received a good the Public Health and Workplace Safety
Law in June 2004, which banned
response, according to Baker.
In addition to Congress elections, the smoking in workplaces. The law came
Board of Programmers (BOP) and Board into effect on March 1, but it included
of Multicultural Student Affairs (BMSA) exemptions for some establishments,
held their executive elections on the such as bars with lOemployees or fewer.
Natalie Erali ’05 of Colleges Against
same days, also on ANGEL.
In the BOP election, 998 students Cancer, along with Arianne Corrente
voted, representing a turnout of 34.2%. from the American Cancer Society,
In the only contested race, Lauren presented the 15-foot long petition to the
Francis ’06 was elected to the position Rhode Island House Labor Committee.
During the March 23 hearing, Erali
of vice president of BOP.
Sarah Mayorga ’06 will be president spoke to the committee about the
of BOP, Dan Renehan ’06 will be organization’s opposition to the
treasurer, and Kim Ahern ’06 will be exemptions. The bill passed the first
secretary.
committee vote, but when another vote
In the BMSA election, all candidates was called, the bill was struck down.
ran unopposed, and 914 students voted, However, the state House of
amounting to a turnout of 31.3%. Representatives overwhelmingly passed
Polyana De Oliveira ’07 will be a bill on April 5 that would make all
president of BMSA, Diana Vembenil ’06 public workplaces smoke-free, except
will be vice president, Catherine for the Lincoln Park and Newport Grand
LaFratta ’06 will be treasurer, and Mike casinos. The bill will now be voted on
by the Rhode Island State Senate.
Pennuto ’07 will be secretary.
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Pope: Campus mourns, celebrates legacy
continued from front page
experience,” he said.
Kim Caron ’07 attended
World Youth Day in 2002 in
Toronto. For Caron, the event
was nothing less than spiritually
moving, and she said she felt
connected to everyone there. “It
was so intense,” said Caron.
“At the first Mass when the
Pope came, there were so many
flags from different countries .
. . and the crowd was chanting
‘J-P-2- we love you.’”
Caron, like Morgado, was
unable to see the Pope up close.
For her, just his presence at the
Mass and vigil was a powerful
experience. She described
hearing the words of the Pontiff
as simply amazing. She said,
“He is your shepherd, the one

leading you. There was so
much unity, you know [the
others] were feeling the same
way you were, sharing the same
love for Jesus.”
Elise Italiano ’06, incoming
president of Campus Ministry,
helped organize the candlelight
vigil at PC and said that the
Pope has had an influence on
her life. She said that his
writings, especially on the
dignity of women, have
intrigued her.
“He has since greatly
impacted my love for Church.
The way he lived his life, he
lived very true to the Church
and at the same time he was
trying to bring people to the
Church,” said Italiano.
The vigil was originally
scheduled to take place outside

on the chapel grotto, but windy
weather changed plans. Instead,
dozens of people formed a
semi-circle inside the rear of the
dimly lit chapel. Every person
held a candle and a rosary. At
center was a painting of Pope
John Paul II set on an easel. On
the floor directly under the
display lay a wooden cross
filled with sand and nine lit
candles shining on the image
above.
“I attended the candlelight
vigil because the pope has had
an influence on my life and I
wanted to spend time reflecting
on what he has done for our
generation,” said Martha
McCahill ’06. She said that she
saw a number of people at the
vigil that she does not normally
see at the chapel.
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Students attended a vigil for
Pope John Paul II on
Monday night.
Raymond Concannon ’06,
who attended both the Mass and
vigil, expressed what it all

meant for him, saying, “I did
start praying to [John Paul II],
instead of for him, because you
can be sure someone like that
could be going straight to
heaven. This [vigil] is a source
of hope.”
Students read the five
luminous mysteries and prayed
the rosary. Afterward, everyone
placed their candles in the sand
within the wooden cross. The
glow of all the candles below
brightened the image of the
Pope above.
“The Pope often said ‘you
are the light of the world,”’
noted Rev. John Paul Walker,
O.P., assistant chaplain, as
students continued to place their
candles in the sand. “Here once
again we have all of the lights
of the world flocking to him.”

Marathon: PC students are going the distance
continued from front page
Providence her freshman year.
“I just fell in love with [running] in
high school,” said Fitzgerald, who joined
the cross-country team after a back
injury prevented her from playing other
sports.
The Boston Marathon marks the first
marathon for both, though they ran the
Providence Half-Marathon in September
and Ferrarini competed in an all-woman
triathlon over the summer.
Fitzgerald and Ferrarini expressed
concern about Heartbreak Hill, the
grueling incline that makes up miles 17
through 20 of the marathon.
“We try and practice up around
Brown [University] to get ready,” said
Ferrarini.
Like Fitzgerald and Ferrarini, Rankin
also ran track and cross-country in high
school and decided to run the Boston
Marathon when friend and fellow
participant John Yodzis ’07 suggested it
during finals in December.
Though Rankin and Yodzis do not run
together when they train, it helps to have
a partner. “Knowing he’s out there
putting in the same effort I am and
dealing with the same amount of
schoplwork definitely helps,” said
Rankin.
Rankin started training in January for
what will be her first full-length
marathon.
“Pretty much I’m just focusing on

getting my weekly mileage up,” said
Rankin of her training goals. Rankin
said that during the week she runs at least
six miles and sometimes does double
sessions, depending on her schedule.
When at school, she usually runs a
loop that goes by Brown or on a local
golf course. Spring break afforded her
the opportunity to run a 20 mile race.
“It was great, the weather was amazing,”
she said.
Not surprisingly, Rankin enjoys
running. “I like getting outside,” she
said, “and it’s a great way to release
stress.”
Rankin would like to run other
marathons in the future, but right now
she’s “just hoping to finish [Boston].”
While Ferrarini, Fitzgerald, and
Rankin decided to run the Boston
Marathon within the past five months,
Powell, whose “ultimate goal” when
entering PC was to run the Boston
Marathon, has been training for over a
year.
He came to college after being a
sprinter in high school and decided to
challenge himself with long-distance
running.
Powell runs five to seven miles four
days a week, one speed workout of one
to three miles, and one long run that
ranges from 10 to 20 miles, leaving him
one day off.
“It is important to get in a long run to
get the body used to running that distance
and it also important to let the body rest,”

Caitlin Ferrarini ’07 will participate
in the Boston Marathon on Monday,
April 18.
said Powell.
This year’s harsh winter didn’t slow
down Powell, who ran in the snow and
the bitter cold. “I ran in 20 degreebelow- zero weather in shorts,” he said.
Powell has a team of training partners
and supporters, including Adam Roach
’06, who will also run in Boston, and Tim
Pisacich ’07, who bikes with Powell.
“During last year’s winter Adam and
I would wake up at 5:50 a.m. and run up
Smith Street towards Johnston and we
would pass by a milk bottling company
and we would see them putting the milk
into the old-fashioned trucks and driving
away,” said Powell.
Kevin Hillery, assistant dean of
Residence Life, and Rev. Brendan

Murphy, O.P. have been coaching
Powell, who also acknowledged the help
of Steve Sears, associate dean of
Residence Life, and Dr. Matthew
Dowling, assistant professor and chair
of the History Department. Hillery will
also be running in the Boston Marathon
this year.
Boston marks Powell’s second
marathon. “I ran the LaSalle Bank
Chicago Marathon [in October] and
absolutely loved it,” said Powell. He will
run in the Chicago Marathon in October
2005, the Houston Marathon in October
2006, and the Vermont City Marathon
in May 2006.
“Adam and I want to do one in every
state,” said Powell.
Powell is running the Boston
Marathon for Griffin’s Friends, a
charitable organization that raises money
for a children’s cancer ward. Ferrarini,
Fitzgerald, Roach, and Hillery are also
running through Griffin’s Friends.
Admitting that the training
experience, though wonderful, “has its
ups and downs,” Powell uses Griffin’s
Friends as a source of motivation.

It is important to get in a long
run to get the body used to
running that distance and it is
also important to let the body
rest.
Ericc Powell ’06
“Now I have even more of a reason
to keep running, to keep training, and to
keep doing what I am doing, because
there is a little kid out there suffering
from cancer and I am just sitting here
letting him die. Not going to happen.
That is why we want to help,” said
Powell.
Kroslak is running the Boston
Marathon for a respite center in
Hopkinton, Mass. “My goal is to raise
$5,000, which would provide one full
year of respite for a child,” she said.
Three years ago, Kroslak started as a
volunteer at the center, which makes
approximately 80% of its funding from
the Boston Marathon.
“With all the expenses of medical
care ... most of our families do not pay
for their child’s care, and since the
divorce rate among families with
disabilities is about 80%, most are single
moms trying to make ends meet. So by
running, I am alleviating them of one ..
. financial burden,” she said.
Kroslak will be collecting donation
pledges at Senior Night on Friday, April
8 to raise money for her cause.
Not only does every dollar go
“straight to the center,” but the EMC
Corporation has agreed to match her
marathon pledges.
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Panel marks 30 years of women at PC
By Cate Rauseo ’07
News Staff

The last 30 years have brought a
series of remarkable events, changes, and
reform to the nation, and subsequently,
to the Providence College campus. The
1971 initial admittance of
WOMEhd women into the College
AT PC community set PC on a new
i and significant course in its
history. Now, in 2005, the College cele
brates the anniversary of the graduation
of its first coed freshman class.
Last Thursday night, female students,
alumni, and faculty gathered to celebrate
the last 30 years at the Women’s
Anniversary
Celebration
and
Networking Event. Sponsored by the
Women’s Involvement Network and the
Office of Career Services, the event
began with an opportunity for current
students to network with noteworthy
alumni in the Suites Hall Pavilion.
Greeted with appetizers and drinks,
students seemed pleased with the
informal environment for meeting
alumni. “It was a nice experience
because it was informal and it was a
more natural time to meet with alumni,”
said Jaclyn McCormack ’06.
Similarly, Erika Bruno ’07 was
interested in exploring graduates in her
own field of interest. “I wanted to see if
there were any alumni that are doctors
because that’s what I want to do ... and
there were,” said Bruno.
Ellen Maclaughin ’06 came to seek
guidance. “It’s always good to get advice
from people who have been in our
positions. We can use all the help we
can get,” said Maclaughlin.
Other female students attended for
different reasons. “I think that the whole
idea of the school going coed is very
interesting. The women in the [first]
classes of women probably faced a lot
of diversity and I wanted to hear what
they had to say,” said Amy Berroyer ’07.
Following the hour-long “meet and
greet” session, the group of women
headed down to the new Smith Center
for the Arts Angell Blackfriars Theatre
for the celebrations slideshow and
alumni panel presentation.
The slideshow, which was
accompanied by the voices of PC’s
women’s a cappella group, Anaclastic,
featured significant events, photos, and
quotes from the past 30 years of PC
history.
Dr. Sally J. Tibodeau ’66G, associate
professor of education, and first woman
named assistant dean of undergraduate
studies at PC, provided a background of
PC’s first coed classes. Tibodeau said
that 62% of the women in the Class of
1975 graduated in the top 50% of the
class. This fact proved to many that,
contrary to what some had believed,
most women had not come to PC just to
find a husband. Tibodeau summed up
the influence of women on PC in stating
that “women have been and continue to
be the backbone and foundation of this
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Katie Miller Richman ’01, left, speaks about PC’s impact on her life while
Leigh Price Berry ’94 looks on. Both women were part of the event that
celebrated 30 years of women at PC.
college.”
Dr. Donna McCaffrey ’73G,
associate professor of history and the
coordinator of liberal arts studies for the
School of Continuing Education,
provided a brief historical background
from each of the decades represented
by the panel.
The subsequent panel included
words of encouragement and advice
from seven notable alumni and one
current senior—making two rep
resentatives for each decade in which
women have attended the College.
Dr. Wanda S. Ingram ’75 and Mary
Ellen Woodmancy Danby ’75 were
members of the first coed freshman
class. Ingram, associate dean of
undergraduate studies and published
author, highlighted the sense of
community, which she found at PC. As
one of only 12 black women at PC in
its first coed year, Ingram was involved
in the African-American Society, the
karate club, the rifle club, and was a
student representative of the Martin
Luther King Scholarship committee.
Ingram urged PC students to make the
most of their experiences because “you
are never going to be able to go back to
it.”
Danby, a former member of Friars
Club, Business Club, and International
Society, said that PC influenced “the
spiritual side, the academic side, the
social side” of her life. Danby, who was
the first woman to serve as President of
the National Alumni Association Board
of governors, said that in the first years
of co-education at the college, women
were working with rather than
competing against men. Danby left the
audience with advice to “smile a lot.”
Liz Oleksak Cochrane ’81
encouraged students to enjoy what she
considered “the best four years of my
life.” Cochrane, a founder of Last
Resort, former Meagher Hall president,
and former treasurer of Board of
Programmers, comically explained her
current connection with PC. “My palms
were sweaty when I walked [into
Phillips Memorial Library] because I
never went there when I was here,”

PC STUDENTS!!!

Cochrane said of her work selling
furniture to PC during the recent library
renovations.
Dr. Debra L. Brendel Miceli ’85 had
similar advice as she encouraged all
students to “savor your college years,
and try different things because you’re
at a liberal arts college for a reason.”
Miceli, who graduated at the top of her
biology class in 1985 after receiving a
full academic scholarship, said she chose
PC for it’s promising yet not “cutthroat”
pre-med program. She attended Brown
Medical school and is currently
practicing gynecology and is a Brown
University Clinical assistant professor in
Ob-Gyn.
Dr. Diana Cruz ’92, a former MLK
scholar, member of the Friars Club, and
president of the African American
Society, said that coming to PC was one
of the best things that had ever happened
to her. After earning her Ph.D. in English
from Boston College, Cruz recently
began working as an assistant professor
of English at Bryant University in
Smithfield, R.I. “PC may be the reason

Earn an MS in Financial Planning from
Bentley and you’ll be ready for the future.
More importantly, so will your clients.
A Master of Science in
Financial Planning makes
you more valuable to your
company and your clients.
This program provides:

STILL LOOKING FOR A SUMMER JOB?
The Office of Admission is looking to hire fulltime summer assistantsn for summer months.

I decided to become a college professor,”
Cruz said.
Leigh Price Berry ’94, who earned a
Theatre Arts degree with the highest GPA
in her major, is the fourth of seven family
members to attend PC. Berry, a
marketing coordinator for a financial
service firm, expressed her contentment
with the new arts center. Berry urged
students to meet more of their peers, as
she said she regrets not branching out of
the close theatre community to meet new
people.
Katie Miller Richman ’01 said that
her mother was in the first class of
women to attend PC. Richmond, who
noted that she is still friends with people
she met at her freshman orientation, says
that she “joined everything” once at PC.
An English honors student, RA, and
member of BOP during her time at PC,
Richmond currently works for ESPN as
the senior production coordinator of the
X Games and Winter X Games.
Richmond encouraged current students
to “find an ally on the faculty.”
Christine Hickey ’05, the only current
student participating on the panel,
advised students to get involved as she
has during the last four years. Hickey, a
liberal arts honors student majoring in
English, is on the Executive Board of
Admission Ambassadors and is involved
in The Cowl, Campus Ministry, and the
Tutoring center. After graduation,
Hickey hopes to enter the professional
world of admission counseling and
thinks that PC has given her the
background she needs to do this. “I’m
going out in the world with a skill set,
values, and ethics,” Hickey said.
Since PC became a coed institution,
the number of women at the school has
grown. In 1975, 208 women graduated
from Providence College. By 1982, the
number of female students surpassed that
of males. Today, women make up 57%
of the College’s population.
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New policy brings more procedure, less space
“I think it’s just a way of
formalizing things,” added
Peter Hanoian ’06. “And it may
act as a deterrent in some cases,
making people think twice
about requesting to hold an
event.”
Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, O.P.,
Vice President of Student
Services, said that the policy
was not aimed at any particular
events, but was just a way of
stating what was mostly already
in practice.

By Meghan Welch ’06
News Staff

Providence College recently
enacted a Space Policy and
Reservations Procedure for all
academic and non-academic
space requests.
CAMPUS The
policy
NEWS outlines
the
procedures
necessary
for
student
organizations and faculty to
secure space for all academic
and non-academic activities
taking place on campus. It also
indicates the procedures
necessary for putting together
on-campus academic events
that are open to members of the
outside community.
If the event is of a non
academic nature, it must be
submitted
to
Central
Reservations, which contacts
the appropriate building space
coordinators.These
coordinators can grant or deny
approval to the group, and if
approval is denied, the requestor
may take his/her request to the
appropriate vice president. The
vice president has the final say
in the matter and has the
opportunity to override the
space coordinator’s decision.
The policy indicates that
faculty and staff who want to
hold an event on campus that
includes members of the
external community, cannot
open the event to the public
“without the written consent of
his/her Vice President and by
the College Events/Conference
Services office,” and the
functions can be opened to the
public by invitation only.
The policy also gives a list
of reasons indicating when the
that approval of an event can be
denied. This list includes, but
isn’t limited to, events that are
not compatible with the mission
of the College, insufficient
parking, security, or food

TRACY DONADIO ’06/The Cowl

The President’s Dining Hail cannot be reserved by the typical means; a group must request
permission to use it directly through the President’s Office.
services due to simultaneous
events taking place on campus.
Some faculty members are
concerned about the language of
the policy, saying that it’s vague
wording
provides
the
administration with the power
to deny anything that takes
place on campus. Dr. Joseph
Cammarano, assistant professor
of political science, said, “I
think that the policy was
intended as a way of making
sure no controversy comes to
campus and is written in a way
that could anger faculty
members. It does make me less
interested in doing things on this
campus that are not required in
my contract.”
Cammarano said that he had
several questions about the
wording of the document, and
wanted to know why the policy
was being forced on students
and faculty without their input.
He was also curious to know
what exactly it was that
prompted the policy.
“I think that the wording of
the document is too vague. For
example, when it mentions
inappropriate groups, what

exactly does that mean? What
kind of group is classified as
inappropriate?” he said. “Also,
when it says that faculty and
staff can open events to the
external community by
invitation only, what exactly is
an invitation? How specific
does it have to be? Does it have
to be directed towards
individuals, or can it be
extended to organizations? The
vagueness of the wording
throughout the document makes
me feel that the administration
is not being completely
forthcoming about their real
motives and intentions of this
policy.”
One section of the policy
that
Cammarano
finds
particularly troubling is the
section that reviews the
rationale for request denials.
“This section is far too broad
and basically creates several
loopholes that can be used to
deny anything,” he said. “It is
never
stated
that
the
presumption is that if a group is
legitimate and the request is
reasonable, the College will
grant the space. Instead, there

is a list of plenty of reasons for
the College to deny a request.
It causes a chilling effect among
members of the College
community.”
Despite his reservations
about the policy, Cammarano
does not think that the policy
will have a major effect on the
campus. “In reality, there is not
much controversy surrounding
this campus, so I don’t think the
policy would cause anything to
change drastically,” he said.
“And I do understand the desire
of the College to control its
common meeting space. But I
think that this policy raises far
too many questions and it seems
that the administration is more
concerned with efficiency than
with
the
educational
consequences this policy could
have.”
Students agree that the
policy will not bring about
much of an effect on the current
happenings of the College. “I
think it’s more symbolic than
anything else,” said Tim Karam
’06. “I really don’t see how it
will affect very much [of
anything].”

[The policy] may act as a
deterrent in some cases,
making people think
twice about requesting to
hold an event.
Peter Hanoian ’06 A A
“Almost everything stated in
the policy is already required
when planning an event,” he
said. “The release of the policy
was really just a way of putting
everything together.” Father
McPhail also mentioned stricter
regulations that the College is
required to follow, which in turn
affects the way events must be
handled.
“The world is not as easy as
it was five years ago,” he said.
“There are new insurance
regulations and stricter fire
codes that must be followed. We
need to know if we need to get
a fire marshal and if the group
hosting the event has proper
insurance. And we want to
make sure all events here at PC
run smoothly. As a result, we
needed formality, processing
and objectivity in order to make
it easier to plan events.
“This policy is really just a
way of making sure people
know what they need to do if
they want to have an event on
campus,” Father McPhail said.
“It’s meant to be a help, not an
obstruction.”

No arguing with tournament’s success
By Beth Finan ’07
News Staff

On March 18 and 19, the Providence
College Debate Society hosted its first
ever intercollegiate debate tournament
with about 35 teams attending from
schools such as Harvard
STUDENT University,
Brown
ACTIVITY University, Amherst
College, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT), and
Brandeis University. The double
elimination tournament, held in
Feinstein Academic Center, featured five
rounds of debate, with teams from
Harvard winning first and second place,
a Brown/Amherst combination team
earning third, and a Brandeis duo taking
fourth.
As the host school, members of the
PC Debate Society allowed the visiting
teams to sleep on the floors and couches
of their dorm rooms and apartments and
also provided a closing awards banquet.
The members of the PC team also
were responsible for the judging of the
tournament, and scoring the competitors
based on which side made the most
convincing arguments and had the best
delivery, while making sure that each
team adequately responded to the points
of its opponent.
Ted DeBettencourt ’05 said that since
PC is not normally considered a large
debating school, the tournament was a
success. “Hosting this tournament was
definitely good for us,” he said. “It was

a good-sized tournament, and everyone
seemed to enjoy themselves.”
DeBettencourt said that the Debate
Society has. come a long way since he
joined as a freshman. “Four years ago,
we used to have only four or five people
at our meetings. Now, we have 30 to 35
people.”
As a result of increased participation
and dedication, the club “can compete
with anyone, whereas five years ago, we
couldn’t,” said DeBettencourt
In addition to hosting its own
competition, the Debate Society also
travels to tournaments at other schools
about three weekends each month. Some
of the places the club has been this year
include Harvard, Yale, MIT, Boston
University, Princeton, and New York
University.
Alison Espach ’07 said traveling to
the various colleges and universities with
the debate team has been very rewarding.
“Ivy Leagues are a completely different
atmosphere than PC, and you get a little
taste of a city campus. It’s a totally
different environment,” she said.
Although the club has traditionally
stayed in New England for tournaments,
Mary Rybak ’05, president of the Debate
Society, said that one major
accomplishment for the club this year
was sending a delegation of two teams
to California to compete in a tournament
at Stanford University.
In addition, for the past two years, PC
has also been represented at Harvard’s
Model United Nations program.

Although competing against elite Ivy
League students may be intimidating,
DeBettencourt said that one of the
strengths of the PC debate contingent is
that it is not completely composed of
political science majors like at other
schools. Rather, the members come
from a variety of majors, such as
philosophy, business, and engineering.

The debate team is like a family
to me .. . the best thing about
debating is getting to interact
with the club members, who are
the best people I have gotten to
know in my four years at PC.
Mary Rybak ’05
Because the backgrounds and
academic specialties of the team
members are so diverse, the team is
stronger since the students can draw
froma vast array of knowledge. This is
necessary, as debate topics range from
the merits of Social Security bills to
whether or not Hillary Clinton, senator
of New York, should divorce former
president Bill Clinton.
Espach said, “By going up against Ivy
Leaguers, I have become more confident
with my public speaking and seeing how
I can be competitive with these people
who are going to be the future leaders of

our country,” Espach said.
Besides the obvious benefits of
improving speaking and listening skills,
the relationships the team members form
with each other rank high among
members’ most rewarding aspects of
debating.
“The debate team is like a family to
me. I don’t go to tournaments to win a
trophy; the best thing about debating is
getting to interact with the club
members, who are the best people I have
gotten to know in my four years at PC,”
said Rybak.
One difference between PC and other
schools is its approach to debating.
“We have more of a have-fun attitude.
We’re not as serious as other schools,”
DeBettencourt said.
However, this is not to say that the
debate team does not work hard. The
club meets twice a week for an hour each
time, working to create cases that could
be used for debate in actual tournaments.
The team members then run debate
rounds against themselves, practicing
their speeches and their delivery.
Their hard work pays off with results,
as the team has earned several awards,
including fifth-best speaker at Boston
University, second and fourth-best
extemporaneous speakers at Harvard,
and fifth-best novice speaker at MIT.
Rybak said, “PC is not a big name
debate school, but we represent
ourselves well at tournaments. It all
comes
down
to
skill
and
persuasiveness.”
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Pope
by Jill Szaro

and world mourns
’05

World Staff

This past Saturday, April 2, Pope John
Paul II died at 9:37 p.m in his private
apartment at the Vatican. At the age of
84, John Paul II suffered heart and
kidney failure following
NEWS a number of hospitalANALYSIS izations in the past few
months. On Sunday, the
Vatican released the Pontiff’s official
death certificate, saying he died of septic
shock and an irreversible cardiocirculatory collapse. The certificate also
listed the ailments the Pope suffered
from, including Parkinson’s disease.
Karol Wojtyla of Poland was the first
non-Italian pope to lead the Roman
Catholic Church since 1523.
Pope John Paul II was 58 when the
College of Cardinals elected him in
Reuters
1978. His reign as Pope was longer than The Pope is credited for the fall of communism, as well as helping to heal the
rift between Christians and Jews.
all but two of his predecessors. As the
leader of the Roman Catholic Church, including President Bush. After the secrecy regarding the proceedings.
Pope John Paul II upheld the Church’s funeral, the body of Pope John Paul II Black smoke signals that no pope has
conservative interpretation of religious will be laid to rest in the ancient grotto at been elected, while white smoke signals
beliefs and doctrine. For example, he St. Peter’s Basilica, which holds the there is a new reigning pope. This year
opposed divorce, birth control, abortion, remains of popes throughout the ages.
the tolling of bells will accompany the
After the funeral, the 117 cardinals white smoke because there has been
the ordination of women, and the lifting
of the celibacy requirement for priests. from around the world will gather in some confusion in the past over the
During his reign, the Pope worked to conclave to elect the new pope. The color of the smoke. Spanish Cardinal
clarify and enforce Catholic traditions electors can assemble no sooner than nine Eduardo Martinez Somalo has officially
rather than reshape them.
days after the funeral, but no later than begun his duties as camerlengo. They
The Pope moved easily between nine two weeks to pick the new leader of the include certifying the Pope’s death,
languages which became useful in his Roman Catholic Church. So far, no date sealing off the Papal apartments,
104 trips to 129 countries during his has been set, although 88 of the 117 presiding over prayer services for the
papacy. Pope John Paul II will also be cardinals have arrived in Rome and have deceased Pope and supervising the
remembered throughout the world for his met in “congregation.” Most likely the burial. He must also summon all the
role in the collapse of Communism in successor to Pope John Paul II will be a cardinals to Rome and will handle the
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. cardinal. While the cardinals can day-to-day affairs of the Vatican until
Overall, his efforts in cleansing the technically select any baptized male the conclave elects a new pope. Due to
church’s conscience during the recent Roman Catholic, the last time there was the secrecy the conclave requires, the
scandals, travelling the globe, a pope chosen who was not a cardinal was camerlengo, who is not usually
considered a candidate for pope, will
challenging human rights violations, in 1378.
Once conclave begins, the cardinals sweep the Sistine Chapel to ensure it is
attacking economic injustices, and
maintaining traditional church doctrine will be restricted in Vatican City for the free of electronic devices for
entire duration. Housed at St. Martha eavesdropping.
were fundamental points of his reign.
The funeral for Pope John Paul II will residence and bused to the official site of Sources: Associated Press, MSNBC,
be held on Friday at 10:00 a.m. and will the conclave, the Sistine Chapel, the New York Times, Providence Journal
be attended by dozens of world leaders, cardinals are required to keep the utmost
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Ask

PC
What country do you think
the next Pope will be from?

“I think we’ll see another Italian
pope. Either that or the Nigerian
guy-’’

Eric Andrichuk ’06

Controversy ends in peaceful death
Ryan Bowley ’08

and their foundation believes that she was
essentially put to death by the American
Terri Schiavo, a severely brain legal system, at the behest of her husband.
damaged woman who was the focus of After Terri Schiavo’s death, one of the
a several-year long legal battle between parent’s foundation’s press releases
her husband, Michael, and her parents,ANALYSIS
NEWS
Robert
Schindler,
and Mary
died on March
screamed,
“Judge
George
W. Greer
ignores Florida laws and orders the
premeditated killing of disabled Florida
after surviving without woman by her husband.” Judge Greer
nourishment for two has made several rulings on this case.
What makes this case most notable
weeks. Her feeding tube had been
removed twice before, but had been was the fact that it was highly politicized,
reinserted due to further legal battles. with the President even returning to
Schiavo’s ordeal began in 1990, when Washington to become involved. In
she collapsed after suffering a heart Washington, the central figure in the
attack. Some, including Michael debate was House Majority Leader Tom
Schiavo, have suggested that this was DeLay (R-Texas). Long criticized as an
brought on by bulimia, an eating disorder ultraconservative, DeLay was a driving
that is suspected to have caused a force behind an emergency House session
potassium deficiency in her body. Her that convened on a Sunday. The
brain damage was caused by lack of legislation passed in Congress, and was
then sent to President Bush, who returned
oxygen.
Michael Schiavo had argued that to Washington to sign it. The bill gave
Terri Schiavo did not want to live in such the federal courts jurisdiction in the case.
a condition, and that it was her wish to DeLay justified the expansion of federal
be allowed to die. She had said, power, saying, “We should investigate
according to her husband, that she would every avenue before we take the life of a
not want to be kept on life support. “She living human being.”
wouldn’t like to live like this and that’s
The most poignant words came from
all she’s doing—surviving,” said President Bush, who spoke after her
Michael Schiavo’s attorney George death. “Today millions of Americans are
Felos in 2001. Terri Schiavo did not have saddened by the death of Terri Schiavo,”
a living will, which would have left he said. The President also encouraged
instructions for her care if she were those who felt passionately about the
issue to “work to build a culture of life.”
incapacitated.
There was also political speech on the
Robert and Mary Schindler believe
that Terri Schiavo would want to be kept other side, with some Democrats calling
alive, and that she never expressed a it and overly broad extension of
wish to be allowed to die. Her parents government power. Rep. Jim Davis (Dby

World Staff

Fla.) put it bluntly, “These actions today
are a clear threat to our democracy.”
Democrats rejected federal involvement
claiming that this dispute was a personal
legal battle, and should have been
settled on the state level. House
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi weighed
in as well, saying that Terri Schiavo’s
husband had the final say. “Having been
through the proper legal process, the
decision for his wife’s care belongs to
him and to God,” she said
The U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals,
to whom the case was brought after the
legislation was passed, also declined to
intervene and did not order the feeding
tube reinserted. DeLay condemned the
decision. “When given the jurisdiction
to hear this case . . .They chose not to
participate,” he said. He called the
judicial branch “arrogant” and “out-ofcontrol.”
The criticism came also from Felos,
who said that Terri Schiavo was
manipulated for political purposes and
said she was, “a pawn in a political
football game.”
Terri Schiavo had been found by
courts consistently to be in a “persistent
vegetative state,” and that doctors said
there was no way that she could be
rehabilitated. The testimony of doctors
given at one of the many legal
proceedings of this case give an
interesting look at her condition.
Sources: CNN, Terri Schindler-Schiavo
Foundation, whitehouse.gov, New York
Times, U.S. Newswire, Congressional
Quarterly, Inc., Associated Press

“We’re hoping for one from Italy or
Nigeria.”
Maggie Fleche ’07

and James DeStefano ’08

“Em hoping for the one from
Nigeria.”
Maggie Ledwell ’08

Compiled by Allison Herrmann ’07
and Julianne Spohrer ’07
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Compiled by Nicole Chismar ’07

Local:

Thayer restaurant takeover
The owners of Shanghai, a Chinese
restaurant set to open up on Thayer
Street, were awarded a liquor license last
week. Arguing that the street is
increasingly becoming a place for eating
and drinking, resistance has been
growing from residents of the
Providence neighborhood. “Shops and
other uses are being constantly squeezed
out by such establishments,” noted city
councilwoman Rita M. Williams, “more
drinking brings more of the rowdiness,
vandalism, and other problems that have
troubled neighbors.” In order to win the
license, the owners agreed in writing
never to operate as a bar and to serve
alcohol only when Shanghai is open as
a restaurant. The seventy-seat restaurant
is scheduled to open on April 20.
National:
Posthumous award to fallen soldier
Army Sergeant First Class Paul Ray
Smith, who was credited with protecting
the lives of many American soldiers
while losing his own near the gates of
Baghdad International Airport on April
4, 2003, was awarded the medal of
honor on Tuesday. Acknowledging
Smith’s valor. President Bush noted,

“We are here to pay tribute to a soldier
whose service illustrates the highest
ideals of leadership and love of our
country.” This becomes only the third
medal of honor given for actions since
the Vietnam war, and the very first from
the Iraq war. Smith’s wife Brigit and 11year-old son David, accepted the medal
on his behalf.
International:
Royal wedding postponed due to

Pope’s demise
The office of His Royal Highness
Prince Charles of Wales, issued a
statement on Tuesday announcing that,
“as a mark of respect, his Highness would
be postponing his wedding to Mrs.
Camilla Parker Bowles in order to attend
Pope John Paul IPs scheduled funeral at
the Vatican on Friday.” Charles will be
attending the Pope’s funeral as the
representative for the British Royal
Family, however, British Prime Minister
Tony Blair and Archbishop of
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, are also
expected to attend. Due to the fact that
many of the wedding plans were met, the
spokesperson of the office noted, “we
hope the wedding will simply shift 24
hours.” Queen Elizabeth II has expressed
that she will not be attending her son’s

second marriage, however she is
planning to attend a blessing being given
afterward at nearby Windsor Castle, west
of London.
Health:

Dance, dance, revolutionizes health
industry
A new study employed by the West
Virginia Public Employees Insurance
Agency (PEIA) last week, which covers
215,000 state workers and their
dependents, is testing the popular video
game, Dance Dance Revolution, in
hopes that it will lead to better health and
lower costs among West Virginian
residents. The PEIA is the first insurance
provider to use the game to cut costs,
and so far, about a dozen kids have
started playing the game. Eleven year old
case study K.D. Jones who has already
dropped eight pounds noted, “I feel a lot
better. It’s a lot easier to play basketball
now.” As a condition of the study,
students are required to meet with
researchers and play the game a
prescribed amount of time, as well as
wearing a pedometer and maintaining a
log. All case studies will be re-evaluated
in three-month increments.
Sources: The Providence Journal, BBC

Handcuffed and dangerous?
In Destin, Fla., a man handcuffed in
the back of a deputy’s SUV managed to
drive away and led police on a high
speed chase. Scott Graves was arrested
on Saturday for shoplifting T-shirts from
a Maui Nix in Destin. He was placed in
the back of the Ford SUV, handcuffed
with the seat belt fastened around him.
Somehow he managed to remove the
Plexiglas that divided the front and back
seats and drove away with the vehicle
leading police on a high-speed chase.
Authorities still have not figured out how
Graves managed to do this. Stealing the
vehicle was not all that Graves managed
to do; he later abandoned the vehicle and
entered a Taco Bell were he beat and
robbed a person.
“He was still handcuffed, but had
worked his hands to the front of his
body,” deputies said. He then wandered
over to a parking lot where he
unsuccessfully attempted to steal a
woman’s car keys, but was restrained by
another man until authorities arrived.
Source: Associated Press

—Kim Krupa ’07

college PC is third most homogenous, again
News

by Andrew

Columbia, University of Notre Dame,
Cornell, and New York University.

Blaylock ’05

World Staff

The Princeton Review, renowned for
its ranking and classification of colleges
and universities, recently released its 10
Dream Colleges. The list was created
based on a fill-in-thePRINCETON blank questionnaire
REVIEW administered to 2,885
college applicants and
1,045 parents of applicants. One of the
questions asked was, “What dream
college would you most like to attend
or see your son or daughter attend, were
prospects of acceptance or cost not
issues?”
New York University was most
popular among student respondents
followed by Harvard, Stanford, Yale,
Princeton, Columbia, Duke, Cornell,
Brown, and Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. Parents responded most
favorably to Stanford, when asked
which school they would most like to
see their child attend, followed by
Harvard, Duke, Princeton, Yale,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

In the Princeton Review, PC was
ranked No. 11 in the “Lots of
Hard Liquor” category and No.
20 in “Lots of Beer.” The school
was also ranked No. 12 in
“Alternative Lifestyles Not An
Alternative,” and No. 18
“Everyone Plays Intramural
Sports.”
eIn addition to the top 10 Dream
Colleges, The Princeton Review
identifies and categorizes schools based
on student surveys. Depending on survey
responses, schools are classified by their
attributes and characteristics. Providence
College was ranked in the top 20 on five
different lists; they were ranked third, as
the most homogeneous student
population in the country behind Grove
City College, and Saint Anselm College.
PC was ranked No. 11 in the “Lots of
Hard Liquor” category” and No. 20 in
“Lots of Beer.” The school was also
ranked No. 12 in “Alternative Lifestyles

Not An Alternative,” and No. 18
“Everyone Plays Intramural Sports.”
Laura Strait ’07 responded to PC
being ranked No.l 1 on “Lots of Hard
Liquor” saying, “We are proud to be
number 11 because after 11 shots of
Nikoff no one remembers anything after
11 o’clock.” Dave Harris ’05 questioned
the school’s lack of diversity. “Even
though PC could benefit from a more
diverse student body, PC is certainly not
the third most homogeneous school in
the country. Actual Princeton Review
statistics show that PC is far from the
bottom in this category, and several
catholic schools in the Northeast have
similar student body demographics,” he
said.
The Princton Review writes of the
student body at PC, gathering their in
formation from student survey re
sponses, “The student body has a strong
community and familial vibe. We get
along great.... We’re all the same.’ The
author then states that many of their sur
vey respondents said that, “PC is over
whelmingly white. Students tend to be
Catholics from New England.” Students
also said they look as though they
stepped right off the pages of an

Abercrombie and Fitch catalog. It would
be shocking to see someone who didn’t
look practically just like everyone else.
They are typically athletic, involved
partiers, but very much your average
preppy college student. Cliquishness is
common according to other student re
plies, “Although most students here are
friendly, there is not very much interac
tion between social groups beyond the
friendly conversations. Basically, every
one finds a group of friends and sticks
with them, morning through night, for
the next four years.” Students who re
sponded to the Princeton Review Sur
vey said, “Masses are quite well at
tended, although this doesn’t always
translate into moral behavior on the other
six days of the week.”
Recently, a new company, The Col
lege Prowler, has begun competing with
The Princeton Review. Its series of col
lege guidebooks, including one on PC,
examines a specific college in 22 differ
ent areas and assigns grades culminat
ing in a college report card.

Sources: Princeton Review, CNN

Spotlight Johnnie Cochran’s legacy
Phoebe Patterson ’06
World Staff

Johnnie Cochran Jr., best known as
the lawyer responsible for O.J.
Simpson’s murder acquittal and a
defender of the black community, died
March 29 from an inoperable brain
-tumor at age 67.
Cochran, the grandson of a
sharecropper and the great-grandson of
a slave, was born Oct. 2, 1937, in
Shreveport, La. Upon moving with his
fam ily to Los Angeles in 1949, Cochran
became one of 24 students integrated
into Los Angeles High School.
Growing up in the racially tense
climate of the 1950s, Cochran idolized
Thurgood Marshal, the attorney
responsible for outlawing school
segregation in Brown vs. Board of
Education. “I didn’t know too much
about what a lawyer did, or how he
worked, but I knew that if one man could
cause this great stir, then the law must
be a wondrous thing,” Cochran said.
After graduating from UCLA with a
bachelor’s degree in Business

Administration, Cochran earned a law
degree at Loyola Marymount University
and passed the California Bar in 1963.
Following two years as a deputy city
attorney in the criminal division, Cochran
entered private practice and later opened
his own firm, Cochran, Atkins & Evans,
which amassed more than 100 lawyers
and offices around the country.
Cochran’s oratory skills and knack for
coining memorable phrases earned him
a name in the black community as he
litigated several high-profile police
brutality and criminal cases in the late
1970s. In 1983 Cochran returned to
private practice, specializing in personal
injury cases and founded the Cochran
Firm.
However, it was not until 1994 that
Cochran’s name exploded across popular
culture as he headed Simpson’s legal
defense team, known as the “Dream
Team,” defending Simpson against
charges of murdering his ex-wife, Nicole
Brown Simpson, and her boyfriend Ron
Goldman. During Simpson’s trialdeemed the trial of the century—Cochran
uttered the famous words, “if it doesn’t

Google images

Cochran defended the likes of Snoop
Dogg, Michael Jackson, Tupac
Shakur, and P. Diddy.
fit, you must acquit,” signifying
Simpson’s hands did not fit into a bloody
glove found at the crime scene.

Cochran convinced jury members
that race was a factor in the charges
against Simpson, leading to Simpson’s
acquittal.
In addition to Simpson, Cochran’s
high profile clientele has included
Michael Jackson, Reginald Denny,
Snoop Dogg, Tupac Shakur, P. Diddy,
and Cynthia Wiggins. Cochran was
selected as one of the best trial lawyers
in the country in 1994 and has written
an autobiography, Journey to Justice.
Cochran’s wife and two sisters were
with him when he died. “Certainly,
Johnnie’s career will be noted as one
marked by celebrity cases and clientele,”
his family said in a statement. “But he
and his family were most proud of the
work he did on behalf of those in the
community.”
Cochran represented the family of
Cornell Young Jr. against the City of
Providence and two white officers
charged with wrongful death and civil
rights violations, but he had to leave the
case due to schedule conflicts.
Sources: CNN, Biography.com
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On the passing of
Pope John Paul II

Standing against political correctness

truth and good and charity. And
while some would call for the
As a man who
Church to get in tune with
modern social teachings, he has
stood for so
said no and told modem social
teachings to get in tune with
many things, he Truth.
The Pope wrote in The
will ultimately
Gospel of Life that “The
be remembered
criterion of personal dignity”
for a person should be
for his message
determined by “what they ‘are,’
[not] for what they ‘have, do
of undying love and
produce.’” His was a
and compassion message that all human life is
valuable even if modernity does
not think so.
The moral vapidity of
by Terrence Sweeney ’06
Capitalism, the apathy of the
Commentary Staff
wealthy, atheism, agnosticism,
weak -kneed religion, or violent
I was not sure if I should pervasions of religion, have
write this article.
With been called to account by this
presidents, foreign dignitaries, our Pope. So while we have hid
royalty, religious figures, from inconvenient ideas like
right and wrong, he has stood
intellectuals, andWORLD
a whole slew of calling us out on our sins. For
powerful and
countless times we have sinned
important mightily in our failures in
people writing about the Sudan, Rwanda, and Iraq; and
greatness of Pope John Paul II, in our own towns, streets,
what could I possibly say that dorms, campus bars, and
would add anything to the homes.
global dialogue? But then I
But the Pope’s most
thought a little more and important messages have not
realized that one of the great been condemnations. They
things about our beloved Pope have been calls to faith, hope,
is that he stopped to listen to the and love. He has told the world
voices of all people. He listened that he would be its servant and
to people whose religions had that our beloved and faulty
been struggling with the Church Church would be open to all
for thousands of years, to those sinners and saints. It may have
that loved him, and to those that been his call to love that made
hated him. Above all, he us the most uncomfortable, for
listened to people who had no a call to love is a call to the
voice and defended them when hardest task of all; to love is to
no one else would. So our be open to hurt, to be obligated,
beloved Pope is gone and I add and to do.
Many have said that our
these words as my tribute.
I have lived my life with a Pope was a great statesman who
few constants that I could worked with the likes of
always depend on: the love of Reagan, Thatcher, Gorbachev,
my mother and family, a few Solzhenitsyn and others to
friends—and even though I defeat communism. But I
have often shunned it—the love believe he was more. He stood
of God. But in truth we have with men like Rev. Martin
always had the love of Karol Luther King, Ghandi, Dorothy
Wojylatorelyon. He has stood Day, and Mother Theresa. He
as a bulwark for the Church and was a leader of religion and
for all of us.
morality.
Recently the Western world
In the end, the Pope’s death
in which we live has grown is not just the end of a great
more and more hostile—or philosopher, theologian, leader,
worse—apathetic to calls and religious man, it is the death
toward religion. Few want to of a close personal friend to all
hear a call to a faith that Catholics. Our beloved papal
demands obedience, moral father has left us for the final
accountability, and devotion to banquet and we must live on a
something that will not make little lonelier without him. I, the
you famous or rich. The Pope’s Church, and the world feel
most famous moral stand may rudderless without him. We no
have been against Communism, longer have the man who told
but his most telling for us has us to go to Mass instead of
been his stand against the watching football, the man who
hugged children and the Earth
Culture of Death.
Our erosion of meaning, our with the passion of a holy man,
devotion to the almighty buck, that man who saved Jews from
our willingness to rid ourselves the holocaust, the world from
of nuisances (i.e. unborn totalitarianism, and hopefully
children, the elderly, criminals, helped save the West from
workers who are not as spiritual suicide.
His death has taught us about
efficient) are all telling
comments on the state of the what it is to die with dignity and
West. And our Catholic Pope therefore what it is to live with
time and time again has stood dignity. And we now know that
in Heaven we have a new
fearlessly against that.
He has boldly crusaded advocate, a new saint to pray for
against modernity’s heresy of us. And that may be his greatest
the worship of freedom without gift of all.

Scanning CNN.com the
other day (Friday, April 1, to be
exact) I saw such a ridiculous
headline that I had to make sure
it was not an
NATION Apol Fool's joke.
It read, Ms.
Wheelchair
Stripped of Title for Standing
Up.” It was no joke. Ms.
Wheelchair Wisconsin has
officially lost her crown. No,
she was not caught taking
naughty pictures, nor did she
maim her competition. She
stood up.
The Ms. Wheelchair Pageant
is an organization meant to
represent handicapped women
throughout America. However,
she was caught on film as she
stood before her class of high
school students. According to
the Associated Press, Ms.
Wheelchair Wisconsin, Janeal
Lee, suffers from Muscular
Dystrophy and usually uses a
wheelchair or scooter to get
around and perform everyday
tasks. When a camera captured
her standing for a few moments,
the organization renounced her
title and gave it to the Wisconsin
pageant’s runner-up. Lee will
not be able to attend the national
pageant, although her family,
friends, and students have raised
over $1000 to help her with
pageant fees.
Representatives of the

by

Betsy Rouleau ’08

Commentary Staff

pageant have explained that
someone who represents the
disabled population of America
simply cannot be seen standing
up. The organization prefers
that its spokeswomen be
photographed exclusively in
wheelchairs or on other mobile
devices.
What happened to pageant
winners being role models for
young girls? Pageant winners
should conform to certain
expectations, but to revoke a
title based on levels of
disabilities is a frivolous
concern. The Ms. PC Pageant
is coming up on April 12th. Will
the winner’s title be revoked if
she is seen wearing a URI
sweatshirt?
Lee has stated that she feels
she has lost the title of Ms.
Wheelchair because she “isn’t
disabled enough.” It is
ridiculous, to say the least. A
woman with a debilitating
disease persevered and
overcame her difficulties for a
short while to better complete
her job as a teacher—what’s the
problem? The face of disabled
America does not have to be the
“most disabled” person to fulfill
her role. According to the Ms.
Wheelchair official website,
judges try to select the most
“accomplished and articulate
spokesperson” to represent the
institution. How does her
disability’s severity influence
her ability to serve as a
handicapped spokesperson for

Ms. Wheelchair in Wisconsin?
I understand why the
organization is concerned;
standing today, will she be
skiing tomorrow? Memories of
Sandra Bullock asking for
world
peace
in
Miss
Congeniality aside—pageant
winners are usually extolled as
being representatives and role
models of the young women
throughout the country.
Miss America 2005, for
instance, chose a platform of
curing childhood cancer. They
select issues to champion and
raise awareness about various
disabilities
and
causes
throughout the world. The Ms.
Wheelchair Pageant was
established to give a face and a
voice to girls with limited
mobility and various other
handicaps. Her title was not
renounced because she was
doing a bad job; only because
she still maintains the capability
to stand and move.
The issue really is not about
Ms. Wheelchair Wisconsin. It is
about everyone’s obsession
with being politically correct
and making poor decisions in
the meantime. The question
stopped being about what this
woman can do for disabled
America and the question is not
whether she acts the part—but
whether or not she looks it. Her
ability to lead a normal life was
not celebrated, but rather it was
an embarrassment to the
organization.

Love, hate, and some traces of sanity
by

Caitlin Ford ’05

Commentary Editor Emeritus

If you do not know me, like
me, or care about my personal
thoughts, you can stop reading
this article now. If you wish to
continue reading,
consider yourself
Adios
warned—this is
my last article
and therefore I may get
uncharacteristically weepy.
Over the past three years, my
feelings toward The Cowl have
changed from liking it, to hating
it, to tolerating it, and finally to
a mixture of them all. But if
nothing else, The Cowl has
given me a place to flaunt my
opinions and an excuse to be a
political, and, well, all-around
geek.
My experience on The Cowl
has also taught me many things,
not the least of which has been
how to write concisely and well.
I have also learned about setting
and making deadlines and about
working with people I do not
necessarily like or respect.
Being the Editor of the
Commentary section has also
given me my first true
experience with censorship. A
controversial issue and
something that will unavoidably
be a part of The Cowl as long as
it remains under the wing of the
Providence
College
administration. I have learned,
in dealing with the abhorrent
problem, when I should fight for
what I believe in, how far I can
go, and the importance of

knowing the limitations of my
position. Without all of these
skills, I would be feeling a lot
more intimidated right now as I
peer at graduation through the
kaleidoscope that is the last
semester of senior year.
In essence, The Cowl has
been my first real job, and I have
many people to thank for the
opportunity and the experience.
First of all, Erin Simmith ’02
gave me the chance to join The
Cowl and was the editor I have
tried to model myself after.
Dave Holman’03 and Mark
Balas’03 showed me in that first
year what The Cowl could be,
and Frank Caliva ’04 and Joan
Barker 04 put up with me
during the emotional hurricane
that was my junior year.
Juliette Paul ’05, my
companion-in-arms,
was
always there to pitch in, even
when I left her on her own on
Tuesday nights to deal with
changes and catastrophes. Mike
Raia ’05 taught me, oh, nothing
about layout before leaving me
to take over the Commentary
section, but it turned out all right
by the end.
The editorial board this year
deserves my gratitude for
listening to me argue all of first
semester for the articles in my
section and my admiration for
their dedication, which they
showed week after week. My
amazing Commentary staff, my
fellow black sheep, whose
writing, devotion, or simply
whose ability to find that one
out of the way story that nobody

wants to read impresses me
each week, I wish you all the
best of luck in your futures.
Chris Ackley ’06, thanks for
spending countless Monday
nights with my anal-retentive
ass. My senior year on The
Cowl would have been so much
duller without you.
To my roommates, my
heterosexual soul mates, you
have been awesome for
listening to me whine and moan
for the past couple of years. My
family has read all of my articles
and always lets me know how
proud of me they are, without
which I may not have continued
to write. And finally, to Chris,
because I know he and many
others have sometimes taken a
second place to this “club.”
Now that this has become
more of an awards acceptance
speech than an article, I would
like to end with a note on how
rewarding it is to be involved
in something worthwhile, even
when at times it can be
frustrating, annoying, and
seems to have taken over one’s
entire life. Although there have
been times over the past few
years when I felt like I had to
quit The Cowl in order to
survive as a student and a
person, I have no regrets and I
take with me only the life
lessons and good memories.
Keep up the good work guys,
and maybe one of these days
The Cowl will actually look like
one of those real papers to
which we are not allowed to
compare ourselves.

Commentary

April 7,2005

The Cowl 11

Letters to the Editor:
Fed up with Ray
Obviously college food will always
be college food. If it were perfect, then
students would never go home and there
would be depressed mothers and broken
families everywhere. But the quality of
our meal plans at Raymond Cafe has
fallen to the point where something must
be done.
The selection and availability of meal
items seems to decrease as the year
progresses. Recently, they stopped offer
ing Center Stage and All-Clad at lunch,
Theme Cuisine is never open for dinner,
they don’t make specialty pizza any
more, and dinner courses rarely change.
They rarely ever serve beef dishes,
everything tends to be pasta, and there
is just an overall lack of selection or qual
ity meals. There is really no specialty
offering—its either eat greasy junk or
wait in a long line for the deli or the lim
ited main course. Sundays and Saturdays
are even worse; it’s pizza, plain pasta,
or a poor entree offering—most of the
cafeteria is totally closed! It’s pretty ag
gravating when Ray only makes the
place nice on Parent’s Weekend so Dad
will say, “This place is pretty nice!” As
a senior, I can honestly say that the se
lection and operation in Ray was much
better before this expensive renovation

took place.
We used to have awesome holiday
feasts, eclectic and custom-made selec
tions, and a huge selection of desserts
was available past 6:30 p.m. We only
have one option for dinner that differs
each night.
With the absurd lines all the time, fork
shortages, and the lack of dining options,
Ray seems like a feeding frenzy you’d
see at camp. Our dining services at Ray
are far, far below the services at other
top colleges. Sodexho’s ripping-off of
students and their families has gone on
long enough. The floor staff at Ray is
awesome and I don’t want to disrespect
them at all—it is the executive chef and
manager staff that are of concern.
I urge members of Student Congress
and other student officials to push the
administration to make Sodexho ac
countable for providing real dining ser
vices at Ray. Our meal plans are ex
tremely expensive, and we should get far
more services than Ray offers. Raymond
Cafe is a disgrace when compared to
other colleges, and as long as the admin
istration doesn’t seem to care, we’ll be
eating this way for a while.

Ryan Sullivan ’05

Some laxpert advice
Some lacrosse fans think PC’s entry
into last year’s NCAA lacrosse playoffs
was a fluke caused by the capture of the
conference title of a not-ready-for-primetime athletic league. Just because the
Friars were anihilated in the first round
of last year’s NCAA playoffs by Johns
Hopkins should not be the basis for such
an opinion.
We also should not factor in this
year’s 2-9 loss to Navy. After all, the
Friars were only out-shot 18-51 by the
Middies. I also know a game against
Holy Cross should not be an indication
of the strength of the powerful Friars lax
squad. After all, PC only lost to the
Crusaders by a 4-5 count. Is that a good
comparison to Fairfield’s win over the
Crusaders by a 12-4 count?
The PC Athletic Department says our
lacrosse team is only mildly competitive
because the College does not offer
athletic scholarships for lacrosse. I hope
my comparison with a scholarship-less
Fairfield is an accurate measure.
Lastly, I’m sure PC lacrosse will soon
play a Big East schedule. After all, 31
years of playing this sport should have
let the College develop this team to a
certain level of competence. Fairfield
has non-conference opponents such as

Notre Dame, Maryland, and Denver.
Let’s see who the Friars have for non
conference opponents: Albany, Vermont,
and Navy. I cannot find Albany or
Vermont on any NCAA playoff record
book.
A Big East lacrosse schedule looks
very appealing as a gauge of our team’s
ability. Such a schedule would include
reigning national champion Syracuse,
Georgetown, Notre Dame, Villanova,
Rutgers, and St. John’s. This is really a
terrific line-up. The first five teams are
all nationally ranked. Certainly, playing
five nationally ranked teams from the
Big East appears to be more challenging
than playing MAAC opponents such as
Canisius, Marist, Manhattan, VMI, Mt.
St. Mary’s, Siena, or St. Joe’s.
Combined with Brown, Harvard, Navy
and Holy Cross, a Big East schedule
might actually legitimize the Friars’
lacrosse program. Now, all the Friars
have to do is beat Brown and Harvard in
the same season. That would punctuate
PC’s ascendency to the next level of
competitiveness. That isn’t too much to
ask for after 31 years ... is it?

CORRINGTON HWONG

’76
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by

Kelly Jones ’07

Tangents and Tirades
The songs they aren’t a changin’ To the weekday DJs at WDOM—stop the
madness. My fellow seamstresses and I in the Blackfriars Theater costume shop
listen to the radio to pass the time throughout the week, and when NPR’s Science
Friday is wearing on our last nerve, we like to transition to WDOM. However,
over the last several weeks, it seems every cliche Bob Dylan song has been
played on a loop and continues for a solid three hours. I’m as big a Dylan fan as
the next guy, but would it kill you to spice up the playlist a bit? Please take this
into consideration, or else I might have to hurl some heavy object “Like A
Rolling Stone” into the studio. —Colleen Flynn ’07

4.0 from Tokyo I had a lot of fun over Spring Break. Perhaps I had a bit too much
fun. So here is my proposal: we should get school credit for such activities. It sounds
crazy, but look at the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD). They have a period
during January and February known as Winter Session. They have the option of
traveling to various locations around the world and getting school credit for
stimulating activities. When my brother attended RISD, he studied printmaking in
Japan during his Winter Session. If it works for one school in Providence, it can
work for us. —Jon McGrath ’05

I want off the complain train My tangent this week is in response to tangents in
general. Since the sad departure of our beloved former editor Caitlin Ford '05, the
Commentary editorial staff—namely Chris Ackley ’06—has instituted a rigorous
martial law concerning the writing of tangents. Tangents are constantly demanded
of staff writers without regard to the limits of their imaginations or level of
satisfaction. Tangents are the battle cry every Monday night, and writers are held
hostage in the office until their exhausted fingers can pound out complaints at the
speed of lightning. My plea is for the demands of tangents to stop! Commentary
writers are not mindless complaining machines! —Betsy Rouleau ’08

Talkin’ softball Saturday marks the beginning of the intramural softball season
for the Rosenbaggers. Sadly, Sunday will mark the end. For the second straight
year, hundreds of highschool heroes and budding beer leaguers will be robbed of a
legitimate softball season. Last year our team willingly forfeited our only game for
refusing to wear shoes and violating the segregation bylaws and playing with girls
on our team. We won anyway. This year, we are inviting the entire campus to share
in our blatant disregard for intramural standards. Come party with the Rosenbaggers
this Saturday afternoon on Hendricken field. We hope to be good and warmed up
for our game at 5:30 p.m. Bring gloves if you have them. We are not inviting you
to play, but barely anyone on our team has one of their own —Chris Ackley ’06

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentar
ies and Letters to the Editor from all
members of the Providence College com
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the
writer’s name, signature, and a phone
number where they can be reached. Ar
ticles will be printed as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 250 words
in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length and only
one will be published per week. The Cowl
editorial board and its administrative su
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the
Editor are the opinions of the writer only

and do not reflect the viewpoint of The
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered,
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publi
cation. Mail submissions to Box 2981
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-8651202, submit online at www.thecowl.com,
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin
G05. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques
tions.
Weekly Subscription Rate

is $30.00 per
YEAR BY MAIL. STUDENT SUBSCRIPTION IS

INCLUDED IN TUITION FEE. CORRESPONDENCE
CAN BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO : THE COWL,

Providence College, Providence, Rhode
Island 02918.
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You can find me Life beyond right and left
at the club, or not
by

Kyle Drennen ’07

Commentary Staff

Even for the
socially hip, it
can be hard to
break the ice and
get involved in
PC’s world of
extracurriculars
by

Colleen Flynn ’07

Commentary Staff

Congratulations go out
to the newly inducted members
of the Friars Club who survived
the grueling ordeal that is the
Friars Club
interview.
CAMPUS
To any
student unfa
miliar with this ritual, it com
mences with the Friars Club
Coffeehouse, basically one big
schmooze-fest where prospec
tive Friars intermingle with cur
rent members in an effort to ac
cumulate as many new best
friends in three hours as pos
sible. Coffee is suspiciously
absent. However, future Friars
can sip on an application and an
essay assignment.
From there, one proceeds to
individual interviews, where
your future as a Friar depends
on a winning personality, an
ability to charm, or a really stel
lar rendition of “Happy Birth
day To You”. The following
weekend, those lucky few are
selected, kidnapped, lovingly
smothered in last week’s refrig
erator discards and welcomed
into a new world of Friar unity.
The ones left behind can find
solace in a host of successive
interviews administered by
other clubs.
Don't get me wrong—I like
the Friars Club and the people I
know involved are spectacular
individuals. Yet, the Friars
interview season makes me
reflect on the amount of
auditioning at Providence
College. Auditions and
interviews are not solely limited
to Friars, the Board of
Programers or
Student
Congress. Theater productions,
Admission Ambassadors,
Habitat for Humanity, freshmen
orientation leaders, Study
Abroad for example also require
similar try-out sessions. Even
this article for The Cowl is
brought to you courtesy of an
application and an interview.
Once I thought that after
applying to college I would be
finished with paperwork and
interviews for at least a bit.
Upon arriving at PC, that notion
was quickly erased. I have run
the gamut of the audition
process at PC, trying out for
more clubs and organizations
than I have fingers to count on.
I have written more essays than
my hard drive can hold, I have
shaken hands with enough
people to consider investing in
soap stock and I have described
myself in one word so often that
I am beginning to feel rather
one-dimensional.
Other colleges and
universities do not possess such
intense selection processes. At
Bryn Mawr College, outside of

Philadelphia, students wishing
to sing in an acapella group may
audition for any one of their
existing groups or may start
their own group, no questions
asked. PC limits acapella
options to three groups and the
thought of attempting to start
more is—at best—a daunting
task. The University of
Massachusetts at Amherst hires
its students to give tours as a
form of paid work-study,
whereas PC confines giving
tours as a privilege reserved for
the Friars Club and occasionally
Admission Ambassadors. The
tours at UMass pale in
comparison to those given at
PC, and part of my decision to
attend this school was
influenced by my tour here.
This gives credit to the
effectiveness of training the
Friars and making tour guiding
a privilege, yet the point still
remains that PC limits many of
its activities to a select few.
As an institution, it seems
only natural for PC to weed out
the weaker candidates, allowing
the best and brightest to
represent
our
College.
However, one must take into
consideration that in many
instances, the administration
does not make these decisions;
other students do, which poses
the risk of bias.

I have written more
essays than my hard
drive can hold, I have
shaken hands with
enough people to
consider investing in
soap stock and I have
described myself in one
word so often that I am
beginning to feel rather
one-dimensional.

I can relate to the students
who feel discouraged by the
club selection process, whether
due to a desire of wanting to
belong to a group or wanting to
play a more active role in
campus life. To be honest,
sometimes I just wish clubs
would opt to save a tree and
adopt a “Yea sure, why not?”
acceptance policy, instead of
making me feel like I am
applying for an international
visa. But despite my rejections
from various organizations and
subsequent frustration, I feel PC
also offers other organizations
that welcome new members
with open arms and every PC
student can find their niche if
they try.
Perhaps all this interviewing
has its advantages after all.
Aside from being able to
perform like a trained monkey,
PC students can walk into a job
interview and own the room. It
is familiar territory. We know
how to ask questions, make
jokes, effectively describe our
talents and think on our feet.
Now, if only when asked for my
favorite Saved By the Bell
character, I do not name Jessie
when my employer is looking
for Kelly.

For 13 days the nation and
the world were captivated by a
complex, emotional, and tragic
story that involved a Florida
woman named
Terri Schiavo.
NATION This story con
cluded
last
Thursday, on March 31 when
Schiavo died at 9:05 a.m. after
being without food or water for
nearly two weeks.
Death is something that we
all must face and many of us
have experienced it among our
friends and loved ones. For
many, Schiavo symbolized the
constant struggle that numerous
families go through when faced
with such a loss. This story also
stirred political passions on both
the extreme right and the ex
treme left in American society.
In reality, the truth lies some
where in the middle, past the
rhetoric, past the emotional
pleas, and within the damaged
mind of a woman who could not
speak for herself.
In 1990, Schiavo suddenly
collapsed in her Florida home
and experienced serious brain
damage. She was 26. Initially,
Schiavo’s husband, Michael
Schiavo, tried numerous types
of therapy in the hopes that his
wife’s condition would im
prove, but it did not. Then in
the mid-90s, Schiavo under
went surgery as a potential
means of improvement; how
ever, at some point during this
operation, her brain was de
prived of oxygen for an ex
tended period of time, which
caused even greater damage.
Following this tragic setback,
Michael Schiavo filed and won
a malpractice lawsuit against
the hospital in which the surgery
took place and was awarded just
under $2 million to go toward
medical care.
Unfortunately, after this

damage, Schiavo was soon di
agnosed by her doctors as be
ing in a persistent vegetative
state, a condition from which no
patient has ever recovered. At
some point during Schiavo’s
long struggle, Michael Schiavo
met and entered into a relation
ship with another woman and
fathered two children by her.
In 1997, Michael Schiavo
revealed that he had a conver
sation with his wife in regard to
being kept alive by extreme
measures or in a severely debili
tated state. Though he had
never expressed these wishes
before, he claimed that Schiavo
did not want to be kept alive in
her current existence and he
sought permission to remove
the feeding tube.
Since
Schiavo had not signed a living
will, Florida state law states that
the spouse or next of kin would
be the spokesperson for the
patient’s wishes.
Under normal circum
stances, the story would have
ended right here. However,
Schiavo’s next of kin—her par
ents Mary and Bob Schindler—
as well as her siblings, dis
agreed with Michael Schiavo’s
interpretation of his wife’s
wishes and fought to keep the
feeding tube inserted. The case
went before a Florida state
judge, named Judge Greer, who
heard all the evidence in the
case and upheld that Michael
Schiavo had the right to remove
the feeding tube.
Over the years, the
Schindlers have fought to pre
serve Schiavo’s life. In the most
recent attempt to keep her alive
last month, the Schindler’s even
managed to gain the support and
aid of the United States Con
gress along with President Bush
to keep the feeding tube inserted
upon a new hearing of the case.
However, this latest attempt,
which gained world attention
and brought the full power of
the U.S. Federal government to

bear, was unsuccessful leading
to Schiavo’s prolonged death of
starvation.
The Schindler’s managed to
raise enormous sums of money
from caring individuals
throughout the nation, even
having a millionaire offer $1
million of his personal fortune
to go toward Schiavo’s medical
care. This on top of the nearly
$2 million received from the
malpractice suit.
The family pleaded with
Michael Schiavo.to divorce his
wife and allow them to use these
considerable financial resources
to care for her. However, de
spite his relationship with an
other woman already, Michael
Schiavo resisted this, certain of
his wife’s wishes. Throughout
this case, a vast amount of con
tradictory evidence has been
presented. Evidence that de
bates whether or not Schiavo
was in a persistent vegetative
state, what her true wishes were,
and whether or not the govern
ment should have gotten in
volved.
I could go into all of this evi
dence and share my view that
we should have erred on the side
of life and allowed a second
hearing of all the evidence, old
and new. However, I am going
to allow each person to make up
their own mind on this issue. I
have done my best to outline all
the basic information of the case
as well as the sequence of
events to the best of my knowl
edge and cut through the ideol
ogy.
Though I myself have taken
a side in this issue, it is too im
portant to be presented from
only one point of view. I will
only add that I do not believe
that it is mere coincidence that
Schiavo and Pope John Paul II
died within two days of one an
other. I believe that there is a
message here and may my read
ers take from that what they
will.

Thanks for giving a senior a voice
by Jon

McGrath ’05

Commentary Staff

My history with The Cowl is
a short one, as I was only
accepted into the Commentary
staff this year. But in my short
time with the
paper, I have
FAREWELL learned so
much about
my capabilities as a writer and
the power that simple words
possess. Unfortunately, this will
be my last article with The
Cowl. The school year is
winding down and we seniors
must pass the reins over to our
younger counterparts, so that
they can uphold this amazing
newspaper.
The Cowl gives Providence
College students a chance to
voice their opinions about
school, campus life, politics,
sports, art, entertainment,
anything really. Every student
should
appreciate
this
publication and contribute to it
because, after all, this is our
newspaper.
As I mentioned before, The
Cowl has helped me learn about
myself as a writer. For example,
I would not necessarily say that
I am a very political person, but

as I look back at all of the
articles that I have written this
year, I seem to have vocalized
my liberal opinions more than I
had planned to. Having said
that, I always tried to write
about what I felt was important.
Whether they were about the
dangers of urban sprawl, my
dislike for President George W.
Bush, or tolerance for diversity
on campus, my articles have
always been very personal and
dear to my heart. People do not
need to agree with my positions,
but the fact that I can voice such
opinions—and that you can
write in response to them—is
such an amazing privilege.
Without raw opinions and a
little controversy from time to
time, this publication would be
nothing more than a glorified
newsletter.
I loved writing for
Commentary, because it
allowed me the opportunity to
write about literally anything I
wanted. Even if no one else was
reading my articles, the
satisfaction I received from
being able to formulate my
opinions is immeasurable. I
would like to give my fondest
thanks to everyone who gave
me the opportunity to write for

Commentary, especially my
wonderful editors Caitlin Ford
’05 and Chris Ackley ’06. I
also would like to thank my
fellow writers, especially Mike
Raia, whose journalistic skills
inspired me and will someday
make him world-renowned.
All in all, I think everyone
can agree that this has been an
interesting year. I myself have
had my fair share of
tribulations, but they have been
matched with equally good
experiences. Being able to take
the good with the bad is
essential in life. That can also
be applied in a much broader
sense: our world is going
through some intense changes
right now, and being able to see
past the negative in order to
embrace the positive is crucial.
For that reason, I hope my
articles were as uplifting as they
were critical.
As for the rest of you, good
luck with the remainder of the
school year and for my fellow
seniors, happy job-hunting if
you are heading in that
direction. I greatly appreciate
my time spent with The Cowl
and hope that you have enjoyed
reading my articles as much as
I have enjoyed writing them.
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PC Nightlife:
The Remix
Local bands take the stage at PC bars and offer
some exciting new alternatives to the usual night out
by

Mike Holland ’06
A&E Staff

As crystal clear as the sound quality
is on an IPod, and as flawless as studio
tracks sound on headphones, there’s
something to be said about live music.
Rather than be
CAMPUS
faceless, or listened
FEATURE
to in solitude, music
is meant to be
kinetic, contagious, visual, and
participatory. You can play and replay a
song all you want when you have the
CD, but a song performed live can never
be re-experienced. Three Providence
bands understand the power live music
has to capture listeners, and by
showcasing themselves at local venues
frequented by PC students, they’re
making the night scene around here a lot
better.
Moosejuice, The Woodleys, and Man
Down are three bands that are bringing
something new and different to PC’s
oftentimes limited social landscape.
Collectively, they have provided people
with an alternative to the usual main
stream, dry-hump session that normally
goes down throughout the week, and
individually, they have continually
captivated crowds. All bands are
musically capable and entertaining, each
in their own way.

Moosejuice is a jazz and blues rock
inspired band known to harness crowds
with an ensemble of diverse and timeless
bar tunes. The four players that comprise
this group are Mike Hansson ’05 (vocals/
rhythm guitar), Steve Delbos '05 (lead
guitar), Frank Dundulis ’05 (bass), and
Pat Crotti *05 (drums). They have only
been playing together since the
beginning of this school year, but they
display an animated source of cohesion,
as evidenced in the roaring reception of
crowds at Prime Time. By covering
classic hits from Jimmy Hendrix. Eric
Clapton and Pearl Jam, Moosejuice has
targeted an audience that revels in
hollering out rock ballads. Also featured
at Louie’s and Old’s, they know that
sometimes it is just more enjoyable to
sing along with a band than bite your lip
at another radio hit. They have no real
plans for future playing after graduation,
so make sure to experience them while
you still can.
For those more attuned to jazz
instrumentals and extended solo
sections, there is The Woodleys, who
hold a spot at Old’s every Wednesday
night. As a band that started out as a
jazz combo gaining credit for class,
Jonathan Burre ’05 (trumpet), Jonathan
Powers ’05 (drums), MikeTrubiano ’07
(tenor saxophone), Mike St. Thomas ’05
(keyboard), Steve Biondi ’05 (bass), and

Sean Howern (guitar) have helped
diversify the musical scene by bringing
a jazz/funk element to the area. Their
fan base first consisted of mostly friends
out to give support, but now they boast
a mishmash of fans who just come out
to enjoy good music from a group of
guys with an impressive musical
intellect. With no vocals, The Woodleys
emphasize improvisation through their
horn section and keyboard solos coming
from St. Thomas. The Woodleys find
influences in the likes of Herbie
Hancock, Miles Davis, Phish, Soulive
and MMW, and hope to continue to bring
their jazz/funk element to the Providence
scene after the bulk of them graduate this
year. With almost two years together
under their belt, it is truly enlightening
to participate in the manifestation of
these musical minds.
Finally, there is an underclassman
band that shows promise of keeping live
music around PC for years to come. J.D.
Driscoll ’07(vocals), Matt Violette ’08
(guitar), Chris Herndon ’08 (bass), and
Ryan Fisher ’08 (drums) are Man Down,
and hold a number of classic rock hits in
their arsenal. As young as they are, they
have been playing with each other for
two and a half years. While they have
completed and continue to work on their
own songs, Man Down has a reputation
for bringing back old rock covers from

the 1990s. Their influences range from
Led Zepplin to Sublime and their
musical taste is profound, since they
seem to know most of the songs you
could ever think of requesting. Their
highest quality-shows so far have been
played at McPhail’s, though they’ve had
the loudest reception at Prime Time.
They too acknowledge what live music
has done to the PC night scene, noting
that people just enjoy good live music,
no matter who plays it or what genre it
is. “We play very different music than
The Woodleys, but it’s all good music,
so people enjoy it,” said Driscoll. Man
Down is yet another band whose music
resists the mainstream; they too pride
themselves in giving people something
different.
Not only do these bands offer people
something really fun and different, but
they also offer them something better.
They present a more laid back
atmosphere at the bars, where people can
just relax, sing, and dance to some great
music. There’s nothing wrong with the
usual club scene, where main-stream
overplayed hits and popped-collar
dancing reigns ultimately supreme (well,
maybe there is, but anyway), it’s just
really reassuring to have three great
bands mix it up every now and then.
After all, there’s just something about
live music.

The 8th Deadly Sin
Robert Rodriguez’s Sin City may boast some innovative visual effects, but
its reliance on gratuitous violence makes it intolerable for the audience
by Deanna

Cioppa ’07

A&E Staff
Mindless, gratuitous violence. It’s
what this country was built on. Car
chases, explosions, and hand-to-hand
combat are the very foundation of our
society. And I’m not
MOVIE
one to sniff at a good
REVIEW
old fashioned on
screen shootout.
But there is a line between exciting
demolition and four castrations within
two hours, ladies and gentlemen; that
line was crossed by leaps and bounds in
Frank Miller’s Sin City. A nauseatingly
violent, plot-less catastrophe that seemed
to never end, Sin City has unsurprisingly
been embraced by many college age

males as “awesome.”
The film, directed by Frank Miller
and Robert Roderiguez is an obvious
homage to Quentin Tarantino; the film
even features a segment guest-directed
by him. The fight sequences and
shootouts are like something out of Kill
Bill or Pulp Fiction. Sin City, however,
lacks the wit and plot of those movies.
Based on the graphic novel series by
Frank Miller, the movie features
overdramatic, uninspired dialogue and
blatant violence-for-violence ’s sake
copouts. The tone and setting are very
film noir considering the amount of
modern-day violence used. This gap
between action and tone was just one
more thing that left me cold.
The one positive aspect is that the

actors never seem to take themselves too
seriously. They realize they are reading
from comic book lines, and, as such, ham
it up as much as possible. Though this
was mildly amusing, knowing that every
three minutes or so someone was going
to lose a limb via slow, vengeful torture
was just too much to handle. Graphic
violence can be used successfully when
demonstrating some issue of
characterization—the slow mental
demise of a sociopath, the evil of a tyrant,
etc. It was blatantly obvious, however,
that the grotesque violence of this film
was simply there for shock value. It
became predictable and tiresome. This
was the first film in a while during which
I contemplated leaving halfway through.
The plot, if it can be called that,

follows three basic storylines. Bruce
Willis plays Hartigan, a cop nearly killed
while saving a young girl from the
clutches of a rapacious son of a Senator.
Hartigan is framed by dirty cops and left
in prison to rot for eight years, during
which time the letters he receives from
the young girl are his only link to the
outside world. Led to believe that the
girl might be in danger again, he escapes
from prison and tries desperately to find
her. Lots of people die in horrible ways.
The second storyline follows a thug
named Marv as he searches for the killer
of a kindly prostitute. Along the way he
tortures and kills most of the men
involved in the murder. Lots of people
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By Stephanie A. Smith ’06
A&E Editor

People need their Vitamin O. C.
by

I

Matt Hess 05
fl&E Staff

ft

Set in post-apocalyptic London,
28 Days Later is one of the only
sci-fi/horror movies that I
genuinely enjoy. Filmed in a
digital format, the extremely
uncomfortable feel to the film is
what makes it so unnerving.
Granted, the plot is pretty
ridiculous (a virus that turns
humans into rage-infected
zombies has virtually taken over
England), but director Danny
Boyle's (Trainspotting) attention
to vivid visual detail creates such
a paranoid atmosphere that his
technique makes a first viewing
almost excruciating to sit through.
Cillian Murphy and Naomi Harris
turn in fine performances during
28 Days Later, effectively
portraying the desperate lengths
our race will take for survival in
extreme circumstances.

Moondance
Van Morrison
Warner Bros.

I had always been familiar with
Van Morrison's catalogue, but I
never actually owned any of the
brilliant songwriter’s expansive
discography until last summer.
Quite simply, this album is a
masterpiece—all his best tracks
are here. From the uplifting
“Caravan” to the meditative “Into
the Mystic," this is one
phenomenal collection of music.
While Astral Weeks may be Van’s
most intensely personal and
atmospheric work to date, as a
more
popular
follow-up,
Moondance captures the work of
a man that has found a fragile
balance between creativity and
accessibility^

The Calvin and Hobbes Tenth
Anniversary Book
By Bill Watterson

It's Bill Watterson’s personal
essays in this Calvin and Hobbes
collection that make the Tenth
Anniversary Book shine. The
reader gains a ton of insight into
the stories and people that have
helped shape the characters that
Watterson has crafted so carefully
over the years. They are hilarious
and touching; the Tenth
Anniversary Book is the perfect
capstone
to
Watterson's
collection.

FOX

hy, oh why do I care so much understating person on the face of the
about the lives of a bunch of planet. At any rate, because exciting
teenagers in Southern situations like this with big personalities
likedo
these
California? I am not a teenager, nor
I hardly ever happen in the real
world, I tune in to theirs.
live in the same state (or, arguably,
universe) as these people. I should not
care about the goings-on of some made
up high school in Newport Beach. Yet,
Watching The O. C. allows us to
alas, I do. Is it because they lead really
do something that just isn’t
complicated lives that make mine look
allowed in real life: telling
very manageable and normal? Or is it
because I like to watch other people
people exactly what we are
make really hard decisions that I will
thinking.
never have to make—like whether to go
to Italy with Zach or stay in Cali with
Seth. Who really knows? All I can say is
Moreover, watching The O. C. allows
that I, and many of my fellow students,
plan my Thursdays around watching The us to do something that just isn’t always
allowed in real life: telling people exactly
O.C.
For me, this is not the first time that what we are thinking. I mean, when Julie
this problem with high-schoolers in Cooper plans her crazy schemes, like
SoCal has occurred. It all started with paying off D.J. to stop dating Marissa,
Beverly Hills, 90210. It makes more and especially when Sandy almost
sense that I would want to watch 90210, ruined his marriage with that stupid
though. At that point in my life, my days woman Rebecca, I yelled at the T.V.
were only otherwise preoccupied with That’s right. I told him just what I
trying to ride my Huffy with no hands thought. I didn’t hold back in order to
and practicing multiplication flashcards be polite; I didn’t worry about the
(of which there were many, but that is a consequences of my words. I let it out.
story for another time). I should not have It was incredibly therapeutic. Now, this
cared what was going on in any zip code cannot be done in real life. In real life,
other than my own, but as with many when talking to actual people, we have
things in life, I was not allowed to watch to think before we speak. However, in
it and thus it became the forbidden fruit. front of the T.V., we are free. And
In fact, it was only after a few years when therefore, I put myself in front of that
the show was on syndicated reruns that
I actually got into it. But still—what is
the draw with these shows?
One theory that I have come up with
is that personalities as big as the ones on
The O.C. are very rare in real life and so
we watch because these characters seem
like more interesting people than
ourselves. Of course, all of us rational,
intelligent people know that these
personalities are created for en
tertainment by many writers and are not
real, yet we still have to watch. Seth
Cohen, for example, is the most witty,
quirky, lovable underdog to come along
on T.V. in a while. And then, to top it
off, he gets the girl twice. This is
impossible not to watch. You care about
Seth, you see parts of yourself in his Star
Wars knowledge, and you may or may
not own something that is comparable
to Captain Oats. Seth’s relationship with
Summer is only occasionally sappy and
seems, above all, to be genuine. I rooted
for Seth, even though Zach was not a
bad guy. In fact, he may be the most

W

T.V. every Thursday for an hour and vent
my frustrations about the world.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly,
watching The O.C. has become a ritual.
Every Thursday my friends and I get
together to watch the show. Sometimes
new people come to the apartment and
the common room is packed. We gasp
when something surprising happens and
sigh when someone escapes a near death.
During commerical breaks, we discuss
what has happened so far in the episode.
Actually, it’s a lot like watching a
sporting event. There’s that same
interaction with the T.V.
Anyway, I have come to look forward
to watching it. The O.C. has become a
part not only of my Thursday night
routine, but also the routines of many
others. It’s an excuse to get together with
other people and hang out. The show is
a great conversation piece. I know it
might be a little bit trashy, especially as
of late, and I should probably be
watching PBS or something instead, but
please grant me this small pleasure. I
wasn’t allowed to watch 90210 for good
reason, but now that I’m 21, and
significantly older than the characters on
The O. C. themselves, I think I can finally
enjoy its entertainment value without
taking it too seriously. And besides,
everyone knows that this type of stuff
could only happen in California anyway.
Right?
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Is the force still with Lucas?
He’s made several alterations to his original Star Wars trilogy and
his prequels haven’t really lived up to the hype, so you have to
wonder if George Lucas has taken things a little too far
by James

McGehee ’08

Asst. A&E Editor

Some time in The early to mid 70s,
George Lucas pitched his script for Star
Wars to just about every Hollywood
studio. The only taker was Fox, where
, executives were
IMOVIE I convinced it would
FEATURE | flop, but loved
! Lucas’ vision. There
is no reason to recount the monumental
success of Star Wars-, you may be
unaware, however, that the original Star
Wars Trilogy is the Great American Tale.
Your lit professor will tell you it is Huck
Finn, your single aunt will say it’s Gone
with the Wind and your cousin Vinny will
tell you it’s The Godfather. I’m telling
you it is Star Wars.
With the release of the final prequel
a month or so away, sci-fi nerds have the
Episode III trailer on repeat and the
proclaimed Lucas-haters infiltrate
internet message boards.
The anti-Lucas movement began in
1997, when Lucas released the Special
Edition Star Wars Trilogy, a digitally
upgraded version of the originals with a
few added scenes. Purists criticized the
digital enhancements. When the
enormously anticipated Episode I hit
theatres in 1999, the purists complained
the film did not stick to the original’s
spirit. Lucas released the original trilogy
on DVD last fall, with even more

alterations to the original than the Special
Edition had. Here is my two-sided take
on whether or not the Great American
Tale is being ruined.

Yes, George Lucas is ruining Star Wars
1. The prequels are not as good as the
originals. In Episode I, little Ani
Sky walker pilots a Naboo Starfighter and
blows up the Trade Federation’s Droid
Control Ship—all by accident of course.
Give me a break.
2. Episode II is better, and Natalie
Portman is a beautiful girl, but the love
story is too saccharine. “I’m not afraid to
die. I’ve been dying a little bit each day
since you came back into my life.” The
worst part is the lack of overall
storytelling. A quote I read last year, and
can’t find now, provides insight as to why
this may be. George said his heart really
wasn’t in the story. Where does his heart
lie?
3. The Digital Effects. The models in the
original trilogy are vividly real, a reality
the digital world of Courascant and
Geonosis cannot achieve.
4. The DVD release included some
blatant changes, especially at the trilogy’s
end. The worst part is Lucas’s attitude
toward complaints that he should have
released two trilogies on DVD: the
updated and the original. So, why didn’t
he release both? Lucas says: “It [the
original trilogy] doesn’t really exist
anymore. I’m sorry you saw half of a
completed film and fell in love with it.

Sci-fi nerds will
love this: Lucas
directs one of his
many Star Wars
creations on set.
Has the
mastermind
behind
Star Wars gone
too far?

SsSs

FOX

So at least if they’re going to throw
rocks at me, they’re going to throw
rocks at me for something I love rather
than something I think is not very
good.”
Is Lucas the only one in the room
who thinks the original trilogy is not
very good?
Lucas will continue to tinker with the
sacred piece. Starting in 2007, he plans
to release all six films (one a year) in 3D. Who knows? By the time Lucas is
done, the original trilogy may look like
the prequels.
No, George Lucas is Not Ruining Star

Wars
1. The prequels are not all that bad;
actually, they’re pretty good. The
lightsaber battle at the end of Episode I
is among the best in all the Star Wars
films. And Samuel L. Jackson as Jedi
Master Mace Windu—you have to love
that.

2. Lucas is a pioneer in technology.
Those dinosaurs we all love in Jurassic
Park—you can thank Mr. Lucas. He will
receive the American Film Institute
Lifetime Achievement Award this year.
Guess what? He deserves it.
3. As a member of Generation X, or
whatever they call the 1980s-born, my
first Star Wars experience was the
Special Edition trilogy. Therefore, I
cannot bicker over the changes as the
Baby Boomers can.
I cannot say with my whole heart and
mind that George Lucas is ruining Star
Wars. Still, I can say that Lucas is hurting
his masterpiece. The prequels are not
masterpieces, but I'm thankful a whole
new Star Wars trilogy is being released
while I am alive. But someone has to
restrain Lucas from tampering with the
original, true Star Wars Trilogy. Release
the originals on DVD. Make the fans
happy. They deserve something, too.

Not so hot for teacher
Playwright David Mamet explores the hot-button issue of sexual harassment
in Oleanna, the latest production from the Sandra Feinstein Gamm Theater
by Anna

Kukowski ’06

A&E Staff
What really happens behind a closed
door? No one knows except those inside.
Such is the case in Oleanna, a thought
provoking and disturbing account of
. sexual harassment
THEATER
performed at the
REVIEW
Sandra FeinsteinGamm Theater.
Playwright David Mamet explores a
controversial but poignant encounter
between a young student and her
professor. Evaluating “power” roles and
the power of words and language,
Mamet provokes the audience. As
usual, the Sandra Feinstein Gamm
Theater is right on top of this
production—and in its own way it poses
its own frightening questions to the
Providence audience.
In Oleanna, a young student named
Carol (Georgia Cohen) finds she is
failing her course.
Timid and
frightened, she seeks the help of her
professor John (Scott Winters) for some
extra credit. He decides to make her an
offer that she can’t refuse—come to my
office regularly, he suggests, and I’ll
give you an A. Who can pass it up? She
does return, though she slowly begins
to resent John’s hoity-toity academia
perspective on life—she just doesn’t
understand his ideas, his words, or his
actions. When she takes John’s
muddled, odd actions out of context,
however, the power roles switch. The
scared-girl persona goes down, and
Carol gains control. She molds their
questionable encounters together and
claims that John should not be granted
tenure based on the fact that he has
sexually harassed her during their

You might not want to touch her like that, Mr. Professor: Georgia Cohen (left)
plays the accuser and Scott Winters (right) plays the accused in the Sandra
Feinstein Gamm’s production of David Mamet’s Oleanna.
encounters.
Winters’ supercilious, arrogant
Did he? There is no real answer here. demeanor soars high above Cohen in the
This play is about power—John has first act. His short comments on the
power over his vulnerable student phone provoke us to frustration, and his
through his position, his grading, and his treatment of Carol is downright
haughty demeanor. Carol grabs full annoying. He obviously doesn’t have a
control of him with her allegations. The clue about teaching—this is for sure.
shocking ending leaves us angry and After Carol accuses him of sexual
confused—but the thought-provoking harassment, however, Winters also
deductions only begin here.
changes. Now he’s the weak one; he
These two actors—Cohen and doesn’t understand and is humiliated,
Winters—perform phenomenally. humbled by being in the student’s chair.
Cohen is appropriately confused and
This play is about power—about
timid in the first act. She clearly doesn’t what motivates it, how we get it, and
understand the material—her blank what we do with it. Mamet’s script is
looks and frantic note-taking couldn’t nothing short of genius,and these actors
communicate this better. Her dramatic communicate his themes flawlessly.
change to a powerful character in the Both Cohen and Winters have more than
second half of the production is, a few surprises hidden up their sleeves.
surprisingly enough, both drastic and They both wrap the themes of power and
believable. The stage becomes Cohen’s language intricately around their
territory, her language becomes clear, characters.
Both Set Designer David T. Howard
lucid, and educated, and it is obvious she
and Props Master Marissa Hughes have
is calling the shots.

sharp eyes for detail in this latest
production. Winters’ office—which,
mind you, is about the size of four offices
in the basement our own library—is
appropriately cluttered. Posters clutter
the walls: No Child Left Behind stands
out on the back wall, Amnesty
International ads are tacked up, and
posters encouraging reading. The
bookshelf is quite professorish:
disheveled, varied, and completely
packed. A novel by psychosexual
analyzer Sigmund Freud stands out,
making quite the statement given the
circumstances. The office window is
completely blocked with stickers and
posters—which, again, is quite
significant in this situation. Blue books
are strewn carelessly on the refrigerator,
far away from the desk and out of
thought. They are not the focus here.
Every single detail in this set is
meticulously planned—very telling of
this twisted story.
Judith Swift, director, author, and
professor, directs Oleanna. Her concern
for precise detail is evident in every
single aspect of the production: the
actors enunciate and act exceptionally
well, and we can tell that it is under the
wise direction of a meticulous, talented
coach.
Artists must trigger thought and
discussion—and the Gamm does just
this with Oleanna. Oleanna is not
comfortable territory; its unique
treatment of sexual harassment is as
disturbing as it is thought-provoking.
But the Gamm pulls through for us as
usual—and addresses these issues head
on with its impeccable scholarship,
artistic flair, and exceptional talent.

GRADE: A-
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They’re Coming!
The warm weather has finally arrived and the end
of school is fast approaching, so its time to start
thinking about the best part of summer—concerts
by

Matt Hess ’05
A&E Staff

Last summer was perhaps
one of the most ridiculous
summers of my life. It was just
one of those bizarre stretches of
s time
when
MUSIC ; everything of
FEATURE^ importance
seemed
so
distant—we were living in the
moment, far removed from the
madness of strange and
daunting creatures like
“graduation” and “the real
world.”
We spent hours on a rickety,
old porch overlooking Eaton
Street, sipping “classy” cham
pagne, and chattering ceaseless
ly with sweet nostalgia about
our underclassmen days. We
shouted belligerently at Alan
Embree and Keith Foulke from
behind the slick rails of the
Boston bullpen, trying des
perately to get their attention.
And when we didn’t have the
luxury of being the most
annoying group of kids in the
front row of the bleachers, we
sat huddled in front of the TV,
shouting belligerently at NESN
instead.
We attempted to barbecue on
the crappiest, kerosene-soaked
grill known to mankind. Hell, I
didn’t even have electricity for
the first week of the summer.
But even then, our senior year
felt like it was decades away—
and we loved every minute of
it.
And while our laziest days
were some of the sweetest,
some of my favorite memories
of those fleeting months were
the music that set their mood. I
saw a phenomenal set of live
shows during that stretch of
time, ranging from the stoner
utopia of The Allman Brothers
and The Dead, to a rooftop
performance by the quirky pop
rock trio, Paranoid Social Club.
We were even a part of the
100,000 strong that turned out
for the final Dispatch show.
And so, as Robert Randolph
and Talib Kweli stand poised to
kick off another season of

After the show,
it’s the
afterparty: (Left
to right clock
wise) Dave
Matthews,
Oasis and
Eminem are
among some of
the big names
who are hitting
the road for the
upcoming
summer tour
season.
BMG

blissful beats for the PC masses,
take a moment to check out
some of the other tours and
festivals set to streak across the
U.S. this summer. You might
be surprised to see just who is
making the trip, and who
they’re hauling along with
them.
For the ghetto flava in all of
us, there’s plenty to see and hear
over the next few months. First:
the third installment of the
Anger Management tour,
headlined by the reigning
kingpins of planet hip-hop,
Eminem and 50 Cent. Also on
the bill are G-Unit, DI2, and the
inescapable Lil’ John. The West
Coast is being represented this
year as well. Be sure to check
out Snoop Dogg and The
Game—their “How the West
Was Won” U.S. tour kicks off
on April 15. For those of you
that dig a little sophistication
stirred in with your hip-hop, be
sure to catch the Roots or

Dizzee Rascal (who’s making a
brief trip to the States) this
season.
In terms of summer festivals,
there’s quite a fair share of
multi-artist bills this year.
Established productions like the
Bonnaroo Music Festival,
Ozzfest, and the Vans Warped
Tour are all returning to the
scene for 2005, hoping to
continue the trend of increased
turnouts and more solid lineups.
In perhaps the surprise
comeback of the season, Perry
Farrell will try to reinstitute his
Lollapalooza brainchild. Due to
poor ticket sales last year,
promoters were forced to pull
the plug on the festival. By
keeping the show stationary for
two dates in Chicago, Farrell is
hoping to rebuild what had once
been a staple of the summer.
Other festivals scheduled for
the season include the New
Orleans Jazz Fest, an amazingly
eclectic collection of artists

including Wilco, Galactic, Jack
Johnson, Fishbone, Brian
Wilson, Jamie Cullum, and
Widespread Panic (just to name
a scant few). Despite the fact
that WHFS, a Baltimore
modern rock station, was
ranked from the airwaves
recently, its namesake festival,
HFStival, is slated for May 14.
On the bill are headliners
Coldplay, Foo Fighters, and
Interpol. Rounding out the
festival lineup is the Atlanta
Midtown Music Festival,
featuring a sprawling array of
artists including Common,
Keane, Def Leppard, the
Killers, and the White Stripes.
Of course, no summer
concert series would be
complete without a solid set of
rock shows, and 2005 should be
no exception. After a brief
hiatus, Dave Matthews Band is
returning with an immense
summer tour incorporating
multiple stages for seasoned

openers including Jurassic 5,
Howie Day, and (of course)
Robert Randolph and the
Family Band. Also returning to
form this year are the Black
Crowes, who are sharing the
stage with veteran rocker Tom
Petty for a nationwide tour—
their first in years.
But when it comes to sheer
unintentional comedy on the
rock stage, the fact that Jet and
Oasis are touring together this
summer holds infinite pos
sibilities. Just imagine Liam
Gallagher getting absolutely
smashed and stumbling onstage
during one of Jet’s first few sets,
mumbling something about
“wankers” and spilling beer all
over himself. Priceless.
Ah yes, another summer
awaits, my friends. There are so
many ways to enjoy music and
the warm weather this time of
year. Enjoy it before it’s too
late—it will be over before you
know it. Trust me.

Sin City: Rodriguez’s latest misfires
continued from page 12
die in horrible ways. In the
third storyline, an ex-con
named Dwight, played by Clive
Owen, works to protect the
seedy downtown brothel
district of Sin City from the
mob and dirty cop forces who
seek to take over. Lots of
people die in horrible ways.
There are the thinnest of

threads connecting each
storyline, and resolutions, of
course, come out of left field.
The actors themselves did not
do a bad job with such terrible
material. What saved each one
is that he or she did not take the
roles or lines too seriously.
Perhaps the one interesting
thing this trainwreck of a movie
has to offer is its visual effects.
The entire film was shot against

a greenscreen, and every frame
looks as though it was lifted
from the pages of Miller’s
graphic novels.
Please do not see this movie.
Or, if you must, bring two barf
bags. One for the violence, and
one for the repulsive and
inadequate job Rodriguez does
in paying tribute to a director
like Tarantino.

GRADE: D

This movie is sinfully bad:
Clive Owen (right) stars
in Robert Rodriguez’s
adaption of Frank
Miller’s Sin City. While
the film offers some
arresting visual effects, it
comes up way, way short
in terms of plot,
character, and overall
entertainment
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Not quite Odelay
The latest release from singer/songwriter Beck, Guero,
isn’t bad, but it just doesn’t quite live up to expectations
by

Brian Wall ’05
A&E Staff

As much as it pains me to admit it,
the name on the front of a CD is
important. Sure, I would love to believe
that consumers of popular music make
I judgments based on
ALBUM what sounds good. I
REVIEW do realize that we all
have our favorites
and find ourselves ready to like (or
dislike) a new album because of a band’s
history. Beck is certainly one musician
who benefits from this type of loyalty
from fans. Since his breakthrough fourth
album Odelay, Beck explored different
genres on each successive album to
various levels of success. It’s fair to say
that Beck’s musical style is a lot like New
England’s weather—if you don’t like it,
wait a little bit and it will change.
With his new release Guero, Beck
deliberately returns to Odelay's genre
hopping style. Unfortunately, this is also
Beck’s first misstep. Rather than
pushing the envelope, we find Beck
safely resting on his laurels. The first
single “E-Pro” is a perfect example of
this practice; Beck writes a distorted
guitar riff that sounds like countless other
bands instead of doing something more
creatively stimulating. Furthermore, the
groove is literally lifted from the Beastie
Boys’ “So What ‘Cha Want” (a waste of
a perfectly good sample if you ask me).
The melody might be fun to hum along
to, but don’t expect to be singing it days
later.

Guero drags in its own mediocrity at
numerous points. “Missing” draws on
the Caribbean rhythms Beck explored at
points on 1998’s Mutations. Instead of
bursting with the energy and charisma
like Mutations' “Tropicalia,” the track
wallows as Beck sings in a low register
that sounds like a mumble. On “Broken
Drum” he tries to recreate the lush
melancholy of 2002’s Sea Change, but
fails to include the confessional lyrics
or subtle sonic textures that made that
album successful. As Beck tries to slip
from one type of song to the next, he
sounds like he’s merely going through

potentially one of the finest singles of
the year. It begins with a fanfare that
sounds like a cross between a Nintendo
game and a telephone, and soon morphs
into a poppy, up-tempo tune. Beck
manages to channel “Hey Ya” without
directly ripping off Andre 3000 by
trading the call and response bridge for
a twangy guitar played in a highly
percussive style. Unfortunately, “Girl”
turns out to be the exception that proves
the rule; its energy and playfulness only
highlight the humdrum qualities of
tracks that follow it.
So much for
Nothing about Guero is horribly
my happy
offensive. The production (courtesy of
ending: Beck’s Beck’s Odelay collaborators The Dust
latest release,
Brothers) is clean and crisp but is
Guero, promised to deliver
ultimately meaningless if the songs
CMe/ay-caliber songs and beats, aren’t up to the same level of excellence.
but ultimately fails
Despite Beck’s history of reinventing his
to reach the singer’s
sound, he comes off as trying too hard
full potential.
on Guero. He relies on too many of the
same tricks too often. For example,
the motions. When he pulls out some of when he slips into Spanish on “Que
his old tricks like the blues harmonica Onda Guero” these lines stick out like a
and drum breakdown in “Scarecrow” or “guero” (slang for “white boy”) trying
the shadowy DJ scratching in to fit in with the natives. Beck is guilty
“Earthquake Weather, it sounds like he’s of trying too hard to live up to the name
just taking them off the shelf to dust them on the front of his CD. He should realize
off when he should use them because the that he’s not the same person he was at
song needs them.
the beginning of his career and therefore
Despite these shortcomings, Guero shouldn’t limit himself to the style he
does have a few fine moments. “Hell created then. I’m sure that Beck has
Yes” recreates some of Odelay's vibe by plenty of exciting music left in him. He
combining a funk bass line, hip-hop just decided not to include that much of
percussion, and a robotic chorus. The it on Guero.
result is a playful track that Beck rides
to the end. In addition, “Girl” is GRADE: C-

ATTENTION SENIORS!
Want to find out who you are sitting next to
at Commencement?
Want to get some FREE STUFF (like raffle
prizes and food)?
We know you do!
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Do you like mug shots? action
shots? or just shots in general?

Do I make you
shutter, baby?

Do you want to join
a club that will
reward you for just
monkeying around?

Know how to use
one of these?

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the above,
then join the Photo Staff. Pick up an
application in Slavin G05 today!

The Cowl

Portfolio
The annual vacation that happened once
Jennifer McCafferty ’07
Portfolio Staff

Ah, spring. The season of rebirth,
romance, and (my personal favorite) the
Annual Family Spring Break That Only
Happened Once.
It all started when I was
SHORT around nine years old, and
STORY my oldest sister had just
begun college. My mother,
suddenly overcome with the realization
that the infamous “empty nest
syndrome” actually existed, declared
that something had to be done in order
to prevent any possible deterioration of
the family bonds.
After days of hypothesizing and
planning, she struck a Brady Bunch hair
kind of gold: spring break would no
longer be the memorable week of
parentless-relaxation and buddies on
some commercialized beach littered with
hotels and party aftermath that my
siblings began to long for come January.
Rather, it would become our clan’s trek
via scenic routes to historical
monuments and various cities around the
good ole US of A, full of what was
certain to be memorable incidents about
which we could all have a good chuckle
years later.
My father was persuaded to support
the idea surprisingly quickly. The fact
that my mother presented the idea to him
while he was watching his beloved
Cleveland Browns valiantly fight against
some other team that my father clearly
thought unworthy to kiss their cleats

of which was
something akin to “I
don’t want to hang
out in a car with my
little brothers and
sisters, and I’m the
CAITLIN BROWN’I
oldest, so there.” David, a senior in high
probably contributed to this factor. school and always frank, simply angrily
Somewhere amid his cries of despair and muttered “No” multiple times. Ellen, a
frustration, my mom must have sophomore, attempted to mediate
mentioned her plan, and Dad was too between her siblings and her parents by
caught up in the horror on the TV screen suggesting that maybe a trip during the
to seriously think about the plan to which summer, or possibly over Christmas,
he was agreeing.
would be more practical. And maybe
It was only that night at dinner, when they could just take me, since everyone
my mom was telling us about her grand else already had plans.
scheme that she met opposition. My dad,
As for myself, I personally had no
suddenly aware of what hours in a car objections to my mom’s plan, seeing as
with four children to a monument could I was nine and had no other plans for
entail, but also aware that he had already spring break. Moreover, I actually
thrown in his support, remained quiet thought hanging out with my brother and
during the ensuing debate and chose to sisters sounded fun (having not yet
concentrate on his mashed potatoes.
realized that fun at age nine does not
Meanwhile, my brother and sisters necessarily equate with fun at age 19).
openly deplored the idea in their own Thus, when I piped into the conversation
different ways. My oldest sister Marie, to contribute my two cents, there was a
who was already in college and had been sudden silence as my siblings turned to
planning on spending spring break at a send me looks of despair (much like
friend’s condo, assumed what she those of my father’s face when he
supposed was a mature tone and began watched football games), and then the
to sweetly list her oppositions. The first sounds of subdued defeat as Marie

sighed, Ellen shook her head, and David
flung a spoonful of corn at my head. My
mother, meanwhile, was starting to
smile, a crafty look creeping into her
eyes. I was the pawn she hadn’t
originally counted on; she had
underestimated the power of the baby in
the family. The youngest child factor
suddenly wielded a great deal more
significance that night. As I picked the
corn from my hair, I felt important.
Three days later, it was decided: the
six of us would be road tripping to a
national park about five hours away and
would spend the week going on nature
hikes and—hypothetically—bonding.
There was much disgruntled preparation,
but once we arrived at the park, in an
ironic twist, my father, brother, and
sisters ended up enjoying themselves
immensely while I caught the flu and
spent the week in the cabin. My mother
stayed by my bed, feeding me soup and
reading to me. I don’t really remember
much about the trip otherwise.
In an even more ironic twist, of what
was supposed to be an annual excursion
(especially now that everyone was
willing to go), only happened that one
time. The following year’s trip was
thwarted by a flat tire. The year after
that (in the most ironic twist of all), was
the year my mother found the lump. That
year, we all took turns feeding her soup
and reading to her.
Ah, spring. The season of rebirth,
romance, and irony.

A glimpse into the broke-down heart of things
Stephan Delbos ’05
Portfolio Staff

Shirley came walking down the
middle of the dark street, directly
between the line of oak trees to her left
and the streetlamps that lined the right
side of Oak Bridge Lane.
SHORT \
it was Saturday night in
STORY ■:
the suburbs, normally an
exciting time for any
teenager, but Shirley felt sick and tired.
She was alone. She had walked halfway
across town; she couldn’t drive her car
because the front passenger window had
been smashed the night before. Her
weariness wasn’t only physical; she felt
hollow inside, emotionally spent. This
was part of the reason she had made this
long walk—she hoped that the person
she was going to meet could provide
some support, some sort of explanation,
or at the very least an acknowledgement
that he was the cause of her distress.
She stopped in front of the nicest
house on the block. The moon shone off

CHRISTINE BAGLEY ’06/The Cowl

of the fenders of the red Cutlass in the
driveway. The sight of it made her
shudder. From behind the house she
could hear splashes and laughs as people
played in a pool, cleaning themselves of
the glaze of a humid July night. Shirley
might have seen them, might have
walked up and joined them, but she was
cut off from the pool by an ornately
carved, oak fence.
She could see silhouettes in the
windows as they danced and bumped
from one room to another. A black light
illuminated one room, a strobe light
flickered in another. Everyone seemed
to be having so much fun—so much
oblivious fun—cut off from the night
outside and whatever might be
happening beyond the (walls or past the
fence. For a moment, Shirley wanted
desperately to join them. She found
herself advancing a few feet across the
moist grass, but suddenly a laugh cut out
above the din, a laugh that was confident
and overbearing. The rest of the house
seemed to join in the laughter in a great
syncopated chorus of wit. Shirley was
sure that they were laughing at her, and
she ran into the shadows to hide behind
a bush.
As the laughing continued, Shirley
began to turn red, and as the moon
reflected off her cheeks the way it
reflected off the fenders, the light
illuminated the tears that salted her
bruised and swollen cheeks. She felt so
stupid, hiding there in the shadows,
paranoid and scared. She no longer
wanted to go inside the house, she no
longer wanted to see the boy she came
to see; she could tell by his carefree
laughter that he didn’t have any comfort
to offer her. Shirley wondered if he
would even remember her name.
All she wanted now was to be home
in bed, to feel again that floating feeling

of being in between sleep
and wakefulness, the
feeling of being totally
vul-nerable, and yet
totally safe. She did not
want to be a part of the
party, and she knew that
even if she wanted to she
could not be, for she was
now as she had always
felt: uninvited.
Shawn slammed the
shot glass down on the
kitchen table as tequila
dribbled down his chin. It
was shaping up to be a
good party. His parents,
as usual, were out of town
for the weekend, giving
Shawn free reign. There were plenty of
cute girls there, and there was plenty of
alcohol; it would be a good night. A dark
haired girl walked by and Shawn
grabbed her by the waist, spinning her
around and into his arms. She giggled
and nodded her head as he whispered
into her ear, and the dull glaze of her eyes
moved up and down with the motion. He
slapped her backside as she walked away
and she jumped, playfully startled. He
turned again to the bottle of tequila and
poured out four shots, one for every guy
at the table.
“Ooooweee! I love women!” He
said, letting out a laugh that rose above
the din. The guys at the table hesitated
for a moment and then they too laughed,
and the entire party seemed to rise and
join together into one big laugh that
spread slowly from room to room, far
out of earshot of what Shawn had said.
Life for Shawn was one big laugh, filled
with girls and cars and his parents’
money.
As he slammed the glass to the table

CHRISTINE BAGLEY '06/The Cowl

he caught a sight of his reflection in the
kitchen window. He suddenly had the
feeling that he was frozen there, still and
silent as the rest of the party continued
around him. He felt a pulse in the
knuckles of his right hand and he ran his
fingers gingerly over them, all knobby
and swollen. He thought of what had
happened the night before ...
Once in a while, Shawn had these
moments, the moments where time
seemed to stop and he was faced no
longer with the people and atmosphere
that he had surrounded himself with, but
only with the silence and recollection of
himself and his actions. They were
always uninvited, these moments, and he
was beginning to wonder if this might
be what guilt felt like. Then, just as
quickly as it had come, the moment was
gone and he turned back to the table and
poured another drink. He turned his back
to the window and raised the glass to his
lips.
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“The artist is a receptacle for emotions that come from all over the place,
from the sky, from the earth, from a scrap ofpaper, from a passing shape,
from a spider's web. ” —Pablo Picasso

nothing comes
without inspiration

Kissing the War Goodbye
Erin Kelly '06

This week our
poets have
decided to show
you what
inspires us

Portfolio Staff

Her perfumed softness, wrapped in white,
I breathe it all in, just as she received me
Bystanders watching, probably laughing.
But I don't mind. Her tiny waist fits
Inside my arm, like a car hugging the road
Here in Times Square, where they sing i
“Should auld acquaintance be forgot,”
All is forgotten. Battle wounds, gunfire,
everything dissolves into her lips.

Our poets have
taken works

He’s not a sailor, just a show-off, trying to
Win me with bravado. And yet there?s
Something charming about it.. Can they
See me blushing, sinking myself into
His arms? Dizzy, giddy like a school
Girl. When was the last time
I felt this way? The summer ripe,
The war a blur, fiTttH
every thing dissolves into his lips

created art of their
own
COURTESY of LT. VICTOR JORGENSON

Alexandra
Stephan Delbos ’05
Portfolio Staff

Alexandra lived in a place called the
City on the HUI. Ina city where no one
had ever been outside of the walls, she
was considered the most beautiful crea
ture in existence. Unfortunately, every
one believed that her beauty was her only
merit, while in fact she had vision and

creative powers far beyond any of the
city's other inhabitants. Alexandra was
the only person to ever leave the walls
of the great city on the hill. When she
did, she would lay in the grass and draw
pictures offlowers. Because of the law,
she had to keep these journeys a secret,

and so everyone thought she was shal
low. This poem represents opinions oj
the majority. In short, it is an expres
sion ofsociety 's inability to understand,
and thus its desire to suppress genius.

Her beauty is a painting
Around which blind men stand,
Admiring and fainting.
Her pearly eyes are the clouds
That blot the sun of a windblown world
Where nothing has a home.
She’s never seen at midnight
Nor in the sobering, scarlet stare
Qf dawn; she’s a woman of the evening,
The time she finds the most deceiving
As to which side of the day she’s on.
What of the secrets that she keeps?
What pillowy thoughts fill and smother
Her mind before she falls asleep?
Does she dare and does she dare,
To pass beyond the mirror’s perception?
Does she dare and does she dare,
To learn to cast her own reflections?

CHRIS FAHEY ‘DS/The Cowl
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Wounds Heal
All Ti me
Caitlin Murphy ’06
Portfolio Staff i
time heals all wounds?
wounds heal all time,
when I am feeling infinite
it is not the positive feeling you may think it to be.
I have nothing tying me down; nothing to i
hold me to this instant.
; nothing that needs me to stay in
i l H'HTi this : i
constraint of time.

wounds are welcome, ;
■they shock me back to the present,
place me in this context.
i they tell me, i
you?can feel in the now.
WOIuhds heal all time. U ' i

Michelangelo
Christine Hickey *05
Portfolio Staff

The figure is there
within the stone
It is already there
and my mere task,
to clear away the excess,
to chip away at what covers
the perfect form
that waits patiently
to be revealed.

Who placed the figure in the stone?
What sculptor, then,
formed these sturdy calves and thighs
shaped this victor’s back, and neck
carved life into these muscles and veins
with such perfection
that 1 see not marble
but man (or is it God) before me?
www.cts.edu

The
Persistence
of Memory
Kristina Reardon ’08
Portfolio Staff

Almost
. Ashley Laferriere ‘(16 .
Asst. Portfolio Editor

This is the best place to be.
On the cusp of epiphany.
On the edge of a spring revelation.
Where buds are on the brink
Of speaking.
Their tongues wrapped in a promise
Pleading to break free,
To tell all the worldYes

so some take their boxes off shelves
and hang their souls on coat hangers
and store hourglasses neatiy away
like old photographs, in disarray
blue ink on the back marking date and place
in memory boxes
glued to wallpaper in closets
so she tries to forget and she tries to walk away
from evenings spent by the five and dime
and summers going barefoot in the streets of New York
do the second hands notice? or does time bend in half, sliding away
like she does, no bones and no muscle, slipping, sliding... away
so she walks, she walks away
and her heart beats—tick, tick, tick
louder, louder, tick, tick, tick
and the boxes shake
and the ink spills off, like rain ruining chalk pictures on the driveway
and the hourglasses, they tremble
and slide
and break
and shatter
and they give way to sand as time sighs and dies i'
making room for memory.

<?

In a bold display.

But they are holding back.
They are building up.
Day by day they are
Pct fectmg themselves and
Waiting.
While the sun is whispering.
Itisalmostthedax
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Ifyou could pick one band to play
at PC, which would it be?

Keribeth Rokeach ’06 and Erin Pearce ’05
“Bruce Springsteen.”

Kate Sicard ’06 and Will Shugg ’06
“Springheeled Jack.”

Anthony Frederico ’06 and James Keefe ’06
“Man Down, because the lead singer is so dreamy.”

Amy Hogan ’08 and Christina Baldascino ’08
“Milli Vanilli.”

Amy Baker ’07 and Sarah Mayorga ’06
“Counting Crows.”

John Mayer and Howie Day
“Dave Matthews. We need to take more notes.”
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The Cowl has always been on the
cutting edge of technology...

The Cowl,

circa 1873

The Cowl,
1957

The Cowl today

Check out TheCowl.com and
see just how far we’ve come.
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Michelle Willette

Karen Thatcher

Softball
Junior — Moorpark, Calif.
Willette powered the Providence offense in a double
header sweep of Marist on Tuesday, April 5. In the two
games combined, Willette went five for seven including
one home run and six RBIs. Willette collected five of
her six RBIs in the second victory.

Women’s Hockey
Junior — Douglas, Mass.
Thatcher collected her second Hockey East Player of
the Month Award in the last three months. Her 10
points in March helped lead the Friars to the NCAA
Tournament. Thatcher also won the PC MVP and
Academic Awards at the team’s banquet held April 3.

Scores

Schedules

Wednesday 3/30
Softball at Harvard (doubleheader)

W, 12-4
W,4-l
L, 4-3

Tennis vs. Sacred Heart

Thursday 4/7
Softball vs. Dartmouth (doubleheader)
Men’s & Women’s Track at Iona Invitational

Saturday 4/9
Softball vs. Rutgers (doubleheader)

Thursday 3/31
Softball vs. Quinnipiac (doubleheader)

L, 4-2
L, 4-0

Saturday 4/2
Tennis vs. Villanova
Lacrosse vs. Quinnipiac
Softball at Boston College (doubleheader)
Men’s & Women’s Track at SCSU Invitational

L, 7-0
L, 12-6
Postponed
Cancelled

Sunday 4/3
Tennis vs. Fordham
Softball at Syracuse (doubleheader)

Cancelled
Postponed

Tuesday, 4/5
Softball vs. Marist (doubleheader)

W,5-0
W, 10-2

Wednesday, 4/6
Lacrosse at Fairfield

Lacrosse vs. St. Joseph’s
Tennis vs. Binghamton (Stony Brook, N.Y.)
Tennis at Stony Brook
Men’s & Women’s Track at UConn Quad Meet
Sunday 4/10
Softball vs. Villanova (doubleheader)

Tuesday 4/12
Softball at Syracuse (doubleheader)
Wednesday 4/13
Softball vs. Yale (doubleheader)

3:00 p.m.
TBA
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
TBA
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

TBA
3:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

L, 9-5

Standings
Big East Softball Standings (4/5)
Team

Big East
Won Lost

Tennis Singles Results vs. Sacred Heart (3/30*

Overall
Won Lost

Seton Hall
Notre Dame
Pittsburgh
Connecticut
St. John’s
Syracuse

3
2
2
1
1
1

1
0
0
3
1
1

15
19
12
8
13
12

Providence

0

0

18

7

0
2
2

10
0
19

12
22
13

Boston College
Rutgers
Villanova

0
0
0

8
8
15
13
17
10

1) Lauren Galatie def. Sara Bitetti; 6-1, 6-4
2) Pam Pillo def. Molly Gilbride; 6-3, 5-7, 6-3
3) Andrea Lee def. Darcy Shoop; 7-5,6-0
4) Lissa Von Bretcht def. Nicole Rodger; 6-1, 3-6,6-3
5) Jessica Schnell def. Lindsey Christensen; 6-2, 6-1
6) Katherine Lyons def. Katelyn Kittredge; 7-6, 7-6
♦Providence lost 4-3, claiming its final point in doubles competition.
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PC: The current state of Providence athletics
continued from back page
finished, it will offer the athletic
department many needed options
including extra practice space and the
chance to host night games for Soccer,
Field Hockey, and Lacrosse.
Providence’s ability to compete in
basketball (a program whose success is
vital to the ability of other programs to
function at their current levels) hinges
largely on the proposed renovations to
the decrepit Dunkin’ Donuts Center.

Providence’s improvement is
not from better players,
coaches, or game plans. It’s
deeper than that—it’s a new
philosophy, an outlook that the
Friars are going places ...
However, on this track to
progress lies many more
hurdles to overcome if PC
wants to build a successful
NCAA institution. PC must
learn from its mistakes ... and
embrace the future—whatever
it may hold—head on.
R.J. Friedman ’03
Sports Editor 2001-2003
April 3, 2003
For PC to hope for success on the
court in the future, a renovated Dunk is
a necessity. The proposed plans to
renovate the Dunk should come up
before the Rhode Island legislature by
the end of May. If the plan receives the
necessary
support,
immediate
improvements should include new
scoreboards and seats.
These
improvements are vital as ticket prices
are not getting any cheaper, and currently
the facility is outdated in just about every
sense.
Further improvements to locker

rooms, and the appearance of the
building are extremely important if PC
expects to be competive in basketball in
the new Big East Conference. Without
die changes, PC becomes an even harder
sell to recruits when compared to stateof-the-art basketbll arenas such as that
of the University of Pittsburgh.

The State of PC Sports address is an annual feature written by The
Cowl's Sports Editor. The piece is a tradition begun by Joe
Valenzano ’00 six years ago.
This year. Sports Editor Emeritus Steve O’Keefe ’05 writes his
State of PC Sports address. It focuses on the constraints on
resources facing PC, the seasons past and the effect of the new
President on Friar athletics.

Results on the field
In the shadow of the construction
delays and the Dunk issues linger what
has been called the winter of PC’s
discontent.
Any conversation about Providence
athletics must start with the Men's
Basketball program. Unfortunately for
students, alumni, and other fans, this
season caused us all to cringe when
talking about our Friars. Preseason hope
for a repeat NCAA trip was dashed by a
frustrating season marked by a nine
game losing streak to open Conference
play and a 14-17 record.
Another concern surrounding the
program centers on Head Coach Tim
Welsh's poor record in the postseason.
In two NCAA tournament appearances
with PC, Welsh is 0-2. Furthermore, in
his eight year tenure at Providence he
has won only one Big East Tournament
game.
Winning a Conference contest
proved too difficult for the Women’s
Basketball team to accomplish under the
leadership of since departed Head Coach
Susan Yow. The Friars managed only
one win en route to an embarassing 027 record.
The winter struggles also included the
Men’s Hockey team, which skated to a
subpar mark of 12-21-4.
However, the discontent on the field
extended beyond the banner sports to
include many fall sports as well.
The Men’s Soccer team went winless
on the season after an encouraging 2003

campaign. Their female counterparts
fared slightly better, mustering a 5-13
record.
Despite the aforementioned
struggles, greatness did grace the PC
campus this year. The Women's Cross
Country team placed third at the NCAA
Championships as senior Kim Smith
captured the individual crown. Smith
became the first woman in PC’s storied
history to claim the title. Junior Fionna
Crombie joined Smith as All-Americans
for their performances.
The cross country women weren’t the
only ones to stake claim to greatness, as
the Women’s Hockey team won the
Hockey East regular season title for the
first time. The Friars went on to capture
their third consecutive tournament title,
completing the Hockey East title sweep.
With the tournament crown, PC also
earned a bearth in the NCAA
Tournament for the first time ever, a truly
significant achievement for a program
that has long deserved postseason
recognition.
Finally, the Men’s Track squad
qualified a record number of runners for
the Big East Championships,where
senior Liam Reale captured the 1,000
meters crown.
Looking ahead through the spring,
lacrosse should again compete for the
MAAC title and a spot in the NCAA
Tournament. Softball has already
defeated nationally ranked No. 5
Tennessee and shows signs of turning
into a very successful campaign.

The State of PC Sports is
continuing to develop. If the
overall evaluation of the
program is based upon
Providence’s meeting or
failure to meet the goals set
forth in its vision statement,
the program appears to be
lacking in some areas, yet
promising in others ... If the
Athletic Department sticks to
its goals, reaching its goals is
certainly a possibility in the
future.
Lauren DeMauro ’05
Sports Editor 2003-2004
April 29, 2004
A new era ahead
As this sports year draws to a close at
PC, we must look ahead to the future of
Providence athletics under a new
President, Reverend Brian Shanley, O.P.
and ask how he will view the role of
athletics at the College. In terms of
athletics, Shanley enters at an important
time in PC’s history, as the College
begins play in a revamped Big East
Conference. Shanley’s handling of
athletics, along with continued facility
improvements, will largely dictate the
overall success of Providence athletics.

The Future Friars Executives present

The First Ever

Miss

PC

Pageant

Special Guests: Rejects on the Rise
When: April 12th at 7:00
Where: 64' Hall
Tickets are limited and will be sold from February 4thFebruary 8th in Ray and Slavin!
Tickets are $3.00 before and $5.00 at the door!
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Bad weather sends Providence off track
PC drops two
tough matches
amid delays to
start its spring
season at home
by

Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Editor

The Providence College Tennis Team
is caught in a rut after a slew of cancelled
and postponed games, followed by a pair
of losses.
After a 7-0 win over St.
Peter
’s on March 20, the
TENNIS
Friars did not return to the
courts for 10 days, as their
games against Connecticut and Fairfield
were both postponed due to inclement
weather conditions. When the team was
able to return to the courts, Providence
faced Sacred Heart with PC dropping a
tough match to Sacred Heart, losing
4-3.
“We had not lost a 4-3 match since
September,” said Head Coach Wayne
Turner. “Normally all the variables work
in our favor and we usually win those 43 matches. We had two matches that
went into three sets, but the ball just
didn’t bounce for us.”
Despite Providence’s ability to win
two out of its three doubles matches,
gaining one point for the team, the
singles side of the match faced stiff
competition. No. 3 seed sophomore
Andrea Lee and No. 6 seed freshman
Katherine Lyons won in straight sets for
singles competition. However, the battles

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFORMATION

Freshman Carly Hoffend was one of only two Friars to win a set in
Providence’s match against Villanova last weekend, as the Friars were
defeated 7-0. Hoffend also won her second consecutive doubles match on
March 30 against Sacred Heart with partner freshman Carla Ruggeri.
Providence fell to Sacred Heart 4-3.
between the remaining matches proved
to be long and arduous as Providence left
the court defeated.
“I played well against Sacred Heart,
even though the scores might not seem
impressive,” said junior, No. 1 singles’
player, Sara Bitetti. “But I feel like
through that match I really developed
more patience and better shot selections
which really helped me against Villanova

on Saturday.”
Bitetti dropped her match 6-1, 6-4.
Also defeated by Sacred Heart were
teammates senior Molly Gilbride, 3-6,
7-5,3-6; senior Nicole Rodger 1-6,6-3,
3-6; and senior Lindsey Christensen
2-6, 1-6.
The Friars had an all-day event on
April 2, as Providence began the day
with a match against Big East opponent

Villanova, and ended the night by
reminiscing with PC tennis alums. The
Friars played long sets during the
morning filled with deuces and
tiebreaker points, which in the end did
not fall in Providence’s favor.
“[Villanova] was stronger than us but
in my opinion we were just about in
every match,” said Turner. “The score
was 7-0, but [Sara] Bitetti went three
sets, [Molly] Gilbride had two long sets,
[freshman] Carly [Hoffend] went three
sets, and all doubles matches were
potentially winnable.”
However, Villanova’s victory over
the Friars did not overshadow their day.
“Usually when a team loses,
everyone comes off of the court saying
and thinking how badly we played,” said
Bitetti. “But, I don’t think anyone can
really say that of the Villanova match.
Everyone really played great, it just
didn’t go our way.”
The night continued for the Friars as
the team held an alumni reception at
McFadden’s, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. The
event was followed by friendly matches
between current players and alumnus at
an indoor tennis club in Smithfield, RI
which lasted into early the next morning.
The reception was the first one held by
the team in quite sometime and was a
reasonable success, according to Turner.
“The alumni reception at Mc
Fadden’s was the best of both worlds,”
said Bitetti. “I got to see some of my
teammates who have graduated in recent
years and catch up with them, and I also
got to speak with older alumni whose
lasting support of the program and life
stories were encouraging to hear.”
Providence’s match on April 3 against
Fordham was cancelled. The Friars will
return to action in Stony Brook, New
York on April 9 with a doubleheader. PC
will take on Binghamton, followed by a
match up against Stony Brook.
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SportShorts
All the news we couldn’t fit
Track idle due to rain
The Men’s and Women’s Outdoor
Track teams were unable to open the out
door season this past weekend, as the
April 2 Southern Connecticut Invita
tional was cancelled due to rain. The
team will have to wait until April 7 to
open its season at the Iona Invitational
in New Rochelle, NY. They will then
have the April 9 UConn Quad Meet be
fore travelling to California the follow
ing weekend for the Mount Sac Relays.
Of the rainout, Head Coach Ray
Treacy said, “These two meets become
much more important because we
haven’t even started our outdoor season
yet. They’ll be important in terms of get
ting the athletes ready for the Mount Sac
Relays, and hopefully we’ll have some
very good performances.”
Thatcher named Hockey East Player
of the Month
It was announced that Providence
College’s Karen Thatcher was named
Hockey East Player of the Month for
March. Thatcher, a junior forward, tal
lied 10 points in five March games, in
cluding four goals and six assists.
On the year, she posted a team-high
58 points: 25 goals and a team-best 33
assists as the Friars won the Hockey East
Championship for the third consecutive
year and earned their first ever berth in
the NCAA Tournament. Thatcher was
also ranked sixth in the nation in power
play goals, with 13.

Sims named Hockey East Co-Rookie
of the Month
Freshman Men’s Hockey goalie Tyler
Sims was named Hockey East Co
Rookie of the Month. Sims captured the
award with a strong March, posting a 22 record, a 1.76 goals against average,
and a .941 save percentage. The two
wins came over nationally ranked oppo
nents: UMass-Lowell and Boston Uni
versity.
Overall on the year, Sims posted a 78-1 record, with a 2.80 goals against av
erage and a .914 save percentage. “It’s
certainly an honor,” said Sims, “but this
award is really a team award. The guys
played great defense in front of me this
month, so they deserve a lot of credit
also.”

Women’s Ice Hockey banquet held
The Women’s Ice Hockey team an
nounced its end-of-the-year awards at the
team banquet on April 3. Among the
winners were junior Karen Thatcher,
who won team MVP and the Academic
Award; senior Danielle Bourgette, who
won the Captain’s Award; freshman
Rachel Crissy, who was the Most Im
proved Player; senior Christie Redmond,
who won the Coaches’ Award; sopho
more Kristin Gigliotti, recipient of the
Unsung Hero Award; and senior Amy
Thomas, who was voted the Seventh
Player.
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Lax: Up and down stretch
continued from back page
in the stats, then that’s a bonus, but goal
number one is to win.”
The Friars’ next game came on
Saturday against the Quinnipiac
University Bobcats. The match would
prove to be a test of PC’s mental and
physical toughness as it attempted to
weather the storm. In the end, the Friars
were left cold, wet, and disappointed as
their overall record slid to 2-6 overall.
“Independent of what team we play
our goal is to prepare enough in practice
to provide us with the ability to win,”
said Burdick. “Unfortunately, as was
shown against Quinnipiac, we haven’t
learned to prepare enough and take our
preparation into the game situation.”
Striking first, the Friars took a 1 -0
lead early in the game. However, the
Bobcats quickly tied the score 1 -1.
Quinnipiac struck again early in the
second quarter, grabbing a 2-1 lead.
Providence quickly tied the game, but
soon after the Bobcats went on a three
goal romp to take a 5-2 lead. The
Bobcats would hold their advantage,
going into the third quarter up 6-3.
After half-time the Bobcats came out

firing, tallying three goals in five
minutes. It wasn’t until after the third
goal that the Friars seemed to spark to
life, netting three unanswered goals of
their own.
PC’s valiant comeback came too late,
as the Bobcats maintained their lead
throughout the fourth quarter, scoring
two more to end the game 12-6,
Quinnipiac.
“Once again we are just not capable
of producing the level of play we want.”
explained Burdick. “We are having
trouble translating our training into a
game situation. It’s not that we are not
good enough, it’s just that we need to
focus our play more, and it is my
responsibility as a coach to make sure
this happens.”
“We worked hard on Monday,” said
Burdick. “Yet we are inconsistent and
Tuesday was not as good of a practice
as Monday was, and that may show
against Fairfield. Fairfield is a very
strong team with talent in all of itsgrade
levels. It will be an interesting match
up.”
The Friars returned to play on
Wednesday against Fairfield University
where they lost, 9-5.
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State of

PC Sports
by

Steve O’Keefe ’05

Sports Editor Emeritus

There are two necessary
requirements in order for a
school the size of Providence
College to continually compete
at a high level.
First, resources must be
used effectively as fundraising
dollars are more precious than
at larger schools which
generate significantly more
revenue to devote to athletics.
A unified and attainable vision
must be set forth by Athletic
Director Bob Driscoll, and his
goals and enthusiasm must
trickle down through the rest of
the athletic department. At PC,
a school with constraints on
both space and money,
innovative thinking and prudent
decision making are imperative
to insuring that the land and
financial capital at Driscoll’s
disposal are best used.
Second, the teams must win
in order to generate interest—
from alumni, fans, media
outlets, and potential recruits—
revenue (through ticket sales
and donations), and continue to
build on Providence’s athletic
tradition.
After two straight years of
meeting these requirements,
this past school year
represented a fairly significant
step backwards as construction
of new facilities stagnated,
while many programs failed to
produce results on the field.

Resources off the field
While the athletic depart
ment met the requirement of
inginuity in its plans, the
lagging completion of the turf
field and under-ground parking
garage has put teams at a
disadvantage. The turf field
was originally supposed to be
completed early in the first
semester in time for the Field
Hockey season.
However, once the con
struction began, unforeseen
circumstances such as existing
pipes derailed that goal.
Inclement weather has further
pushed back the completion
date for the facility.
The initial delay ravaged
Field Hockey’s home field
schedule, forcing the team to
travel to host “home” games at
Trinity College in Hartford,
Conn. The further delays also
affected lacrosse, as the Friars
have been forced to play on
Glay Field rather than the new
turf facilty.
Currently, much of the
necessary infrastructure of the
field has been finished. The
parking garage is functioning,
and the turf must still be laid, a
process that should be
completed by the end of the
semester.
Although the construction
has taken much longer than
expected, once the field is
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Softball prepares for Big East schedule
by

Kevin O’Brien ’07

Asst. Sports Editor

While the Major League
Baseball season has only re
cently gotten underway, Provi
dence College’s own version of
the nation’s
summer pas
SOFTBALL
time has been
in full swing
for several weeks. Now, with
winter sports having wrapped
up, the PC sporting spotlight
shifts firmly onto the spring
slate, and for those who haven’t
been paying attention, PC’s softball team has been playing well
and looks to have a promising
season ahead of it.
A 4-1 record at the Delaware
State Classic in mid-March
capped a successful run of early
season tournaments for the Fri
ars, and the team returned home
for a set of four straight double
headers in Providence. Six
games into this eight game
stretch, the team has an impres
sive 18-7 record and appears to
be gelling at the right time—just
as the Big East schedule is about
to get underway.
“We’re very happy with the
way we’ve started the season,”
sophomore Rachel Barthol
omew revealed. “We’ve started
off really well and we’re only
going to get better.”
Last week, a brutal stretch of
four games in two days gave the
Friars their first back-to-back
losses of the season but still fin
ished with a .500 record for the
week. A Thursday doubleheader
against Harvard yielded a pair of
wins for the Friars, as 12-4 and

Senior pitcher Nicole Bartholomew tossed a three-hit
shutout to lead Providence to a 5-0 victory over Marist on
Tuesday.
4- 1 victories gave PC a success on the season with seven in
ful start to its homestand.
nings of three hit ball.
The junior duo of third
Another doubleheader
baseman Michelle Willette and awaited the Friars on Friday,
catcher Elena Romero powered however, and this time they
the Friars’ offense on the day. were not as successful. Facing
Willette posted a home run and a much more rested Quinnipiac
five RBIs while going a perfect team, the Friars saw their of
5- for-5 in the opener, while fense sputter in 4-2 and 4-0
Romero registered two hits and losses.
Luckily for PC, a potential
three RBIs in the nightcap.
Freshman pitcher Tanza Lewis stretch of eight games in four
pitched well in the second days was avoided when week
game, upping her record to 5-1 end doubleheaders at Boston

College and Syracuse were
rained out. This postponed the
beginning of Big East play for
the Friars, giving them four
more games to prep them for the
conference schedule.
Two of those games came in
the form of a doubleheader versus Marist on Tuesday.
Providence’s offense recovered
to post 15 runs over the two
games—winning the games 50 and 10-2—and Willette was
once again the instigator, going
a combined 5-for-7 in the
doubleheader and notching six
RBIs. Senior first baseman
Jaclyn Treveloni contributed a
three run home run in the
opener, and Romero also jacked
a homer, hers a solo shot. Se
nior pitcher Nicole Barthol
omew threw a complete game
shutout in the first game, allow
ing only five base runners over
the course of seven innings.
“We play these games dur
ing the week like they’re Big
East games,” Rachel Barthol
omew said. “We’ve worked re
ally hard and we feel we have
the talent and the team bond to
do really well.”
With their record now at
18-7, the Friars will look to
build on their early season suc
cess and take the Big East by
storm. A doubleheader tomor
row at home against Dartmouth
is the Friars’ last warmup oppor
tunity before their conference
schedule begins this weekend.
Providence will entertain
Rutgers on Saturday and
Villanova on Sunday, with each
day featuring a doubleheader.

Different stories in and out of conference for PC
by

Greg Hartwell ’07
Sports Staff

After disappointing perfor
mances by the Providence Col
lege Lacrosse team against
Hartford University and
Quinnipiac
University,
had
LACROSSE
the Friars had
their saving
grace in an 11 -9 victory over
Metro Atlantic Athletic Confer
ence opponent Virginia Military
Institute (VMI). This victory ad
vanced their conference record
to 1-1 and 2-6 overall.
The first disappointing loss
came before the Easter Break, on
Providence’s home turf against
the Hartford University Hawks
on March 22.
Despite being the first on the
scoreboard, the game would
prove to be a trial for the Friars.
The Hawks came back with two
unanswered goals in the first
quarter, and came from behind
again in the second. This time
with three goals to finish the half
up 6-5. Despite holding the
Hawks scoreless in the third
quarter and coming back to tie
the game, PC would ultimately
come up short, as Hartford’s
John Waterman scored the game
winner with 10:05 remaining in
the fourth.
The 7-6 loss dragged PC’s

“Our general attitude about
the Hartford loss is pretty poor,”
said Assistant Coach Kyle
O’Jakian. “No one was really
too happy with the end result in
the game. We just have to do
something that is going to get
us turned around, but until then
we will keep having dis
appointments like Hartford.”
The Hartford loss left PC to
prepare for its second MAAC
game of the season against the
VMI Keydets on March 26.
“We hope to prepare enough
for all of our games and our
MAAC games are no different,”
said Head Coach Chris Burdick.
“However, I do feel that we are
more focused as a team going
into and playing in our MAAC
games rather than our out-ofleague games and it shows.”
The Keydets came out strong
and scored the first goal of the
game, but senior mid-fielder
Dan Giuntini tallied two of his
three goals before the quarter
was over. In the second quarter,
the Friars scored two more goals
to put them up 4-1. But a VMI
rally followed, which tied the
game 6-6. Eventually, the Friars
re-established their lead, as they
left the field with an 11-9 win.
Adding to the PC offensive
effort was freshman midfielder
Robert Lamontagne, who, like
Giuntini, scored three goals.

courtesy of sports info

Senior Dan Giuntini led PC’s victory over Virginia Military
Institute (VMI) with a hat trick, as the Friars defeated VMI
by a score of 11-9.
game, Giuntini reached the 100
point mark for his career,
becoming the eighteenth Friar
in program history to
accomplish the feat.
“I feel pretty good about
breaking the hundred goal
mark,” said Giuntini. “It’s
something, as a lacrosse player,

while. I wouldn’t mind
continuing to move up the
rankings but that comes
secondary to the team winning.
My main goal is to win the
MAAC and leave my senior
year on a high note. If I do well

Sports
6th
annual

State of

PC Sports
by

Steve O’Keefe ’05

Sports Editor Emeritus

There are two necessary
requirements in order for a
school the size of Providence
College to continually compete
at a high level.
First, resources must be
used effectively as fundraising
dollars are more precious than
at larger schools which
generate significantly more
revenue to devote to athletics.
A unified and attainable vision
must be set forth by Athletic
Director Bob Driscoll, and his
goals and enthusiasm must
trickle down through the rest of
the athletic department. At PC,
a school with constraints on
both space and money,
innovative thinking and prudent
decision making are imperative
to insuring that the land and
financial capital at Driscoll’s
disposal are best used.
Second, the teams must win
in order to generate interest—
from alumni, fans, media
outlets, and potential recruits—
revenue (through ticket sales
and donations), and continue to
build on Providence’s athletic
tradition.
After two straight years of
meeting these requirements,
this past school year
represented a fairly significant
step backwards as construction
of new facilities stagnated,
while many programs failed to
produce results on the field.

Resources off the field
While the athletic depart
ment met the requirement of
inginuity in its plans, the
lagging completion of the turf
field and under-ground parking
garage has put teams at a
disadvantage. The turf field
was originally supposed to be
completed early in the first
semester in time for the Field
Hockey season.
However, once the con
struction began, unforeseen
circumstances such as existing
pipes derailed that goal.
Inclement weather has further
pushed back the completion
date for the facility.
The initial delay ravaged
Field Hockey’s home field
schedule, forcing the team to
travel to host “home” games at
Trinity College in Hartford,
Conn. The further delays also
affected lacrosse, as the Friars
have been forced to play on
Glay Field rather than the new
turf facilty.
Currently, much of the
necessary infrastructure of the
field has been finished. The
parking garage is functioning,
and the turf must still be laid, a
process that should be
completed by the end of the
semester.
Although the construction
has taken much longer than
expected, once the field is
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Softball prepares for Big East schedule
by

Kevin O’Brien ’07

Asst. Sports Editor

While the Major League
Baseball season has only re
cently gotten underway, Provi
dence College’s own version of
the nation’s

SOFTBALL time has been
in full swing
for several weeks. Now, with
winter sports having wrapped
up, the PC sporting spotlight
shifts firmly onto the spring
slate, and for those who haven’t
been paying attention, PC’s softball team has been playing well
and looks to have a promising
season ahead of it.
A 4-1 record at the Delaware
State Classic in mid-March
capped a successful run of early
season tournaments for the Fri
ars, and the team returned home
for a set of four straight double
headers in Providence. Six
games into this eight game
stretch, the team has an impres
sive 18-7 record and appears to
be gelling at the right time—just
as the Big East schedule is about
to get underway.
“We’re very happy with the
way we’ve started the season,”
sophomore Rachel Barthol
omew revealed. “We’ve started
off really well and we’re only
going to get better.”
Last week, a brutal stretch of
four games in two days gave the
Friars their first back-to-back
losses of the season but still fin
ished with a .500 record for the
week. A Thursday doubleheader
against Harvard yielded a pair of
wins for the Friars, as 12-4 and

Senior pitcher Nicole Bartholomew tossed a three-hit
shutout to lead Providence to a 5-0 victory over Marist on
Tuesday.
4- 1 victories gave PC a success on the season with seven in
ful start to its homestand.
nings of three hit ball.
The junior duo of third
Another doubleheader
baseman Michelle Willette and awaited the Friars on Friday,
catcher Elena Romero powered however, and this time they
the Friars’ offense on the day. were not as successful. Facing
Willette posted a home run and a much more rested Quinnipiac
five RBIs while going a perfect team, the Friars saw their of
5- for-5 in the opener, while fense sputter in 4-2 and 4-0
Romero registered two hits and losses.
Luckily for PC, a potential
three RBIs in the nightcap.
Freshman pitcher Tanza Lewis stretch of eight games in four
pitched well in the second days was avoided when week
game, upping her record to 5-1 end doubleheaders at Boston

College and Syracuse were
rained out. This postponed the
beginning of Big East play for
the Friars, giving them four
more games to prep them for the
conference schedule.
Two of those games came in
the form of a doubleheader versus Marist on Tuesday.
Providence’s offense recovered
to post 15 runs over the two
games—winning the games 50 and 10-2—and Willette was
once again the instigator, going
a combined 5-for-7 in the
doubleheader and notching six
RBIs. Senior first baseman
Jaclyn Treveloni contributed a
three run home run in the
opener, and Romero also jacked
a homer, hers a solo shot. Se
nior pitcher Nicole Barthol
omew threw a complete game
shutout in the first game, allow
ing only five base runners over
the course of seven innings.
“We play these games dur
ing the week like they’re Big
East games,” Rachel Barthol
omew said. “We’ve worked re
ally hard and we feel we have
the talent and the team bond to
do really well.”
With their record now at
18-7, the Friars will look to
build on their early season suc
cess and take the Big East by
storm. A doubleheader tomor
row at home against Dartmouth
is the Friars’ last warmup oppor
tunity before their conference
schedule begins this weekend.
Providence will entertain
Rutgers on Saturday and
Villanova on Sunday, with each
day featuring a doubleheader.

Different stories in and out of conference for PC
by

Greg Hartwi'.li. ’07
Sports Staff

After disappointing perfor
mances by the Providence Col
lege Lacrosse team against
Hartford University and
Quinnipiac
LACROSSE University, had
the Friars had
their saving
grace in an 11-9 victory over
Metro Atlantic Athletic Confer
ence opponent Virginia Military
Institute (VM1). This victory ad
vanced their conference record
to 1-1 and 2-6 overall.
The first disappointing loss
came before the Easter Break, on
Providence’s home turf against
the Hartford University Hawks
on March 22.
Despite being the first on the
scoreboard, the game would
prove to be a trial for the Friars.
The Hawks came back with two
unanswered goals in the first
quarter, and came from behind
again in the second. This time
with three goals to finish the half
up 6-5. Despite holding the
Hawks scoreless in the third
quarter and coming back to tie
the game, PC would ultimately
come up short, as Hartford’s
John Waterman scored the game
winner with 10:05 remaining in
the fourth.
The 7-6 loss dragged PC’s
record down to 1-5 overall.

“Our general attitude about
the Hartford loss is pretty poor,”
said Assistant Coach Kyle
O’Jakian. “No one was really
too happy with the end result in
the game. We just have to do
something that is going to get
us turned around, but until then
we will keep having dis
appointments like Hartford.”
The Hartford loss left PC to
prepare for its second MAAC
game of the season against the
VMI Keydets on March 26.
“We hope to prepare enough
for all of our games and our
MAAC games are no different,”
said Head Coach Chris Burdick.
“However, I do feel that we are
more focused as a team going
into and playing in our MAAC
games rather than our out-of
league games and it shows.”
The Keydets came out strong
and scored the first goal of the
game, but senior mid-fielder
Dan Giuntini tallied two of his
three goals before the quarter
was over. In the second quarter,
the Friars scored two more goals
to put them up 4-1. But a VMI
rally followed, which tied the
game 6-6. Eventually, the Friars
re-established their lead, as they
left the field with an 11-9 win.
Adding to the PC offensive
effort was freshman midfielder
Robert Lamontagne, who, like
Giuntini, scored three goals.
Also during the course of the

courtesy of sports info

Senior Dan Giuntini led PC’s victory over Virginia Military
Institute (VMI) with a hat trick, as the Friars defeated VMI
by a score of 11-9.
game, Giuntini reached the 100
point mark for his career,
becoming the eighteenth Friar
in program history to
accomplish the feat.
“I feel pretty good about
breaking the hundred goal
mark,” said Giuntini. “It’s
something, as a lacrosse player,
that I’ve wanted to do for a

while. I wouldn’t mind
continuing to move up the
rankings but that comes
secondary to the team winning.
My main goal is to win the
MAAC and leave my senior
year on a high note. If I do well
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